
 

  

Deadline: 20th of the month @ 10am for the following month.   
Contact Community Services 403-748-2160  community@townofbentley.ca 

If you have questions about the Volunteer 
Tax Program, contact Community Services  

403-748-2160 
If you can’t make that date, give us a call! 

Drop off paper Surveys to Town Office - drop box is 
available outside business hours OR scan print copies 
and email to info@townofbentley.ca 
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There is a word we never use in the Emergency Services.  It rhymes with ‘diet’ (another bad word) 
and starts with a Q.  So far, 2026 has been…that word.  With only 8 calls through the first 7 weeks 
of the year, we are well off the pace we had last year.  So, I want to say a hearty congratulations for 
keeping yourselves safe over the past while. 
 
Nevertheless, we are set for a very busy next few months in terms of training and events.  Lacombe 
County is hosting a Firefighter Gala on March 14.  This event will provide an opportunity to 

recognize members who have served for many years, as well as a few who have gone above and beyond in their 
service to your community. 
 
On a more local level, the Bentley Fire Department is looking to have a 50/50 fundraising event with ticket sales 
beginning in March.  Please look for these tickets in our local businesses and service organizations or ask your local 
firefighter if they have any left.  All funds raised will go towards the Bentley District Fire Department. 
 
Several members will also be busy taking some much-needed courses.  These include: NFPA 470 – Hazardous 
Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Standard for Responders; NFPA 1021 - Standard for Fire Officer 
Professional Qualifications; and several Wildland Firefighting courses, including NFPA 1140 - Standard for 
Wildland Fire Protection.  These intensive courses will enable our members to be even more effective in keeping 
themselves and their communities safe.  The considerable time spent attending these courses will be in addition to 
the regular, Monday night practices they are already committed to. 
 
Let’s do a little firefighting trivia.  First, because it is fun, and secondly, so that I can see if 
anyone is actually reading these updates.  If you think you know the answer to this question, 
drop me an email at bentleyfire@townofbentley.ca with the subject line,  BFD Trivia and make 
sure you leave your name and number so I can contact you.  One person’s name will be drawn 
for a $20  gift certificate to a local business. 

 
Here is this month’s question: 
The “Jaws of Life” are an important 
set of tools used by firefighters.  
When were they invented, and by 
whom? 
Until next month, stay safe and take care. 
 
Ian McLaren 
Bentley District Fire Chief 

mailto:bentleyfire@townofbentley.ca
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Community Services is here 
to assist in finding 
information and connecting 
citizens to government 
programs, family programs, 
seniors programs and more. 

 
We provide direct programming and also partner 
with local organizations, service providers and 
outlying communities to enhance what can be 
offered to our citizens.   
 
Our mandate is early intervention prevention 
thereby we look at programs/services which may 
enhance the quality of life for individuals, 
provide opportunities to enhance skills and 
resiliency, as well as reduce social isolation. 
 
Programs cannot be primarily recreational. If 
you are aware of a program which may be 
beneficial to our citizens, please let us know. 
 
We are located in the Bentley Long Term Care, 
available by appointment. 
 
The Bentley Boutique clothing recycling 
program is also located in the Care Centre and is 
open Tues/Thurs 10-noon and 1-3pm. 
 
 
403.748.2160    community@townofbentley.ca   
Follow us on FB 
Community Services - Town of Bentley 

This paper is produced by…. 
 FCSS - Community Services  

 
Contributions by citizens, non-profits, service providers and businesses are welcome. 

Paid and “in kind” space available.  A variety of delivery methods:  
postal, social media, around Town and the Town website to help people be in the know! 

Call 403.748.2160 or email  community@townofbentley.ca    to submit 
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Bentley Museum 

WINTER has arrived again: We are hoping for 
an early SPRING now. 

Fall and Winter Hours 
 Wednesday 9:30 am - Noon 

0r by Appointment 
 

FAMILY DAY FEBRUARY 16, 2026 
Family Day was the most successful Open House for our Museum. 
We had approximately 175 visitors. It was so nice to see new face and 
familiar faces. The kids really enjoyed their dinosaur craft. We served 
7 crockpots of chili and 3 ½ slabs of cake. Thanks, you to everyone 
who spent Family Day with us and a huge thank you to our 
volunteers. 
 
Our next Open House will be Canada Day July 1, 2026. 

There are still a few Dick Damron CD’s and books are available at the 
Museum - No Charge 

Contacts:  Rick: 403-304-0353 Diana: 403-748-4024 
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Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evening monthly at 6:30 pm 

Agendas and meeting packages are posted on the Town Website Fridays prior to each Council Meeting.   Citizens 

are encouraged to keep themselves educated on Town Council and Administration activities via these documents.  

Public is welcome and encouraged to attend Council meetings.  

To attend as a delegation, please contact Town Office for the proper procedure to do so. 

 

2026 Animal License Tags -  As per Bylaw 152/2011 All dogs and cats in the Town of Bentley require a tag. Animal control 

license tags may be purchased at the Town office. Applications may be obtained at the Town office or on the website.  

spayed/neutered  $35, unaltered $45.     PURCHASE BEFORE JAN 31/25 AND SAVE $10. 

Please remember to scoop the poop!!   

 

Business Licenses  - With a few exceptions, all Commercial and Home based businesses in the Town of Bentley require a valid yearly 

Business License.  This also applies to those businesses and services that are not located in the town of Bentley but are coming into town to 

conduct business or provide a service. The application form can be found on the Town’s website or picked 

up at the Town office.  

 

Monthly Tax installment -  Payments are an option with the Town of Bentley. For more information on this 

program, please call the town office or drop in and speak with one of our staff.  

 

Utility Payment Agreements - We offer auto withdrawal from your bank for your Town Water, Sewer & 

Garbage utility payments. We are also offer emailed utility billings rather than a paper copy, your choice.  

Monday - Friday 8am to 3pm      403.748.4044 
  info@townofbentley.ca     www.townofbentley.ca 

Waste Transfer Station 
& Recycling Bins 

 
403-748-3961 

 
Thursday    9am-4:45pm 
Friday         9am-4:45pm 
Saturday    1pm-4:45pm 
 

CLOSED   stat holidays 

9 



 

10 

You do not have to be a member of the Seniors Drop In to attend the Wellness Mornings 

Last class of the year on Dec 17th 
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A Message from Mayor and Council: Building Momentum in 2026 

Happy New Year, Bentley! 
 
 

As we settle into the first few months of 2026, Mayor and Council would like to extend our warmest wishes to all our residents. We 
are excited to begin another year of working together to keep Bentley a vibrant and welcoming place to call home. Our focus 
remains on responsible governance, transparency, and staying connected with all of you. 
Planning for Our Future: The 2026 Budget 

We kicked off the year by approving the 2026 Preliminary Budget. This serves as our roadmap for the year ahead, ensuring we have 
the necessary framework to support our municipal operations and community priorities. Council continues to provide careful fiscal 
oversight through regular financial reviews to ensure your tax dollars are working effectively for the town. 
Infrastructure & Public Works 

In January, Council reviewed quarterly reports from our dedicated Public Works and Parks teams. We want to extend a huge thank 
you to these crews for their tireless efforts in keeping our roads clear, our facilities running, and our green spaces beautiful—even in 
the depth of an Alberta winter! 
Bentley Arena Grand Reopening 

The wait is over! The arena upgrades are finished and we are now ready to celebrate! We have recently approved a new 
concession lease to ensure you have great food and drink options while you cheer on our local teams. 
Please join us for the grand reopening and a very special evening of community and hockey: 
• 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.: Public Skating 

• 6:15 p.m.: U5/U7 Short Game 

• 7:00 p.m.: Official Opening Ceremonies 

• 7:15 p.m.: Alumni and Celebrities Game (In Memory and Honor of Tyler Haarstad) 
FCSS & Community Services Update 

During our recent meetings, Council received an inspiring presentation from Family and Community Support Services (FCSS). 
Their mandate of "early intervention and prevention" continues to strengthen our town’s social fabric. Key highlights include: 
• The Bentley Boutique: This clothing recycling program has operated for over 20 years! Located in the Care Centre, it provides 

"next-to-new" clothing at no cost, helping families stretch their budgets while promoting sustainability. 
• Community Connections: We are incredibly grateful for a recent donation from a County resident, which will go directly toward 

programming that enhances the lives of both Town and County neighbors. 
• Volunteer Impact: Community organizations and their volunteers remain the backbone of Bentley. If you have a few hours to 

spare, our community services team would love to connect with you and help you connect with an area of interest! 
Supporting Our Community 

Council has also been busy reviewing the 2026 Recreation and Culture Grants. These grants are a vital way for the Town to 
support the local organizations and programs that bring so much life and energy to Bentley. 
We also want to recognize the incredible work of our Bentley District Fire Department. Chief Ian McLaren reported a record-
breaking 2025 with 148 calls. We are proud to welcome Saki Matsenjwa to the team and congratulate Jeff Vert on his new role as 
Deputy Fire Chief. 
Looking Ahead to March 

As we transition into spring, keep these dates and services in mind: 
• Tax Assistance: Community Services, in partnership with Rimbey FCSS, will be offering simple tax filing for qualifying Bentley & 

RR1 Lacombe County residents—connect with FCSS for eligibility details.  403-748-2160   An intake tax clinic will take place on 
March 18th. 

• Seniors Wellness Mornings: Our popular "Movers & Groovers" (Mondays) and Chair Yoga (Wednesdays) continue through March 
at the Town Office. 

• Spring Break: Please be mindful of increased pedestrian traffic as local schools head into Spring Break starting March 21. 
• Bentley Museum: Volunteers have been busy refreshing displays! Wednesday mornings are a great time to visit. 
Important Reminders 

• Business Licenses: Annual renewals are due! All local and home-based businesses require a valid 2026 license. 
• Animal Licensing: Don’t forget to pick up 2026 tags for your dogs and cats at the Town Office. 
Join the Conversation 

We truly value your input and hope to see you at our upcoming community events: 
• Coffee with Council: Join us for an informal chat on March 21 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Municipal Office (Seniors 

Drop-In Centre). 
• Council Meetings: Our regular meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
• Open Mic Night: We invite you to speak directly to Council during the "Open Mic" session held at the first meeting of every 

month. Thank you for being such an engaged and supportive community. We look forward to a productive, bright, and busy 
year ahead! 

 

— Mayor and Council, Town of Bentley 
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