
 

  

Deadline: 20th of the month @ 10am for the following month.   
Contact Community Services 403-748-2160  community@townofbentley.ca 

Sept 2025 

More Information - Page 6 
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This paper is 
produced by…. 

 FCSS - 
Community 

Services  
 

Contributions by 
citizens, non-

profits, service 
providers and 

businesses are 
welcome. 

 
Paid and “in kind” 
space available.  A 
variety of delivery 

methods:  
postal, social 

media, around 
Town and the Town 

website to help 
people be in the 

know! 
Call 403.748.2160 

to submit 

D 
ance, 
whether in 
organized 
classes or 

social settings, 
offers numerous 
opportunities for 
Socialization.  

It fosters 
communication, 
teamwork, empathy, 
and self-confidence, 
while also providing 
a platform for 
building friendships 
and expanding 
social circles.  

Through shared 
movement and 
creative expression, 
dance can enhance 
social and emotional 
development and 
create a sense of 
belonging within a 
community.   

JOIN US! 
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Community Services is here to assist in finding 
information and connecting citizens to government 
programs, family programs, seniors programs and more. 
 
We provide direct programming and also partner with local 
organizations, service providers and outlying communities 
to enhance what can be offered to our citizens.   

 
Our mandate is early intervention prevention thereby we look at programs/services which may 
enhance the quality of life for individuals, provide opportunities to enhance skills and resiliency, as 
well as reduce social isolation. 
 
Programs cannot be primarily recreational. If you are aware of a program which may be beneficial 
to our citizens, please let us know. 
 
We are located in the Bentley Long Term Care, available by 
appointment. 
 
The Bentley Boutique clothing recycling program is also located 
in the Care Centre and is open Tues/Thurs 10-noon and 1-3pm. 
 
 
403.748.2160    community@townofbentley.ca   
Follow us on FB 
Community Services - Town of Bentley 
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Bentley Museum 
                                  

WELCOME AUTUMN 

and BACK TO SCHOOL 
Fall Hours 

Wednesday 10:00 am - 11:00 am 
A big thank you to our summer students 

Emma Atsma and Ava Pike. 
The girls did a fantastic job greeting our visitors and guests 

showing them our displays. Their friendliness and 
knowledge of our archived items were greatly appreciated. 

Many compliments were received. 
 

A big thank you as well too Bart who showed his talents at 
Chainsaw Carvings at our Open House. Many visitors went 

home with his wood carvings. He will be back again next 
year. 

 
We had over 300 visitors come to our museum over the 

summer with visitors from many towns and cities 
throughout Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, 

Manitoba, Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, Scotland, 
Switzerland, Hong Kong and Nigeria 

A few History books and Dick Damron CD’s and books are 
available at the Museum - FREE 

 
Bentley Museum Contacts: 

Rick: 403-304-0353    Diana: 403-748-4024 
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*Amazing fair week.   Many thanks to everyone who volunteered and sponsored everything! 
*Great fireworks - appreciated the evening with my young family! 
*Fantastic Car Show.  Hats off to the organizers, volunteers & sponsors. 
*Enjoyed pancakes both mornings - great to see so many people out. 
*Drive In Movie was enjoyed….mother nature not so much….lol 
*Small Town rocked … great events.      
*Parade was awesome in spite of the weather!  Thanks everyone :)  
*We have enjoyed all the Music in the Park outings.  Thank you to the organizers 
and funders! 
*We are new to Town and so happy to be here! 
*Visited, shopped, ate, met nice people….we will be back! 
*Thank you to the seniors for cornhole this summer. 
*Enjoy your retirement  Queen Bea!  We will miss your store. 
*The quilt shop is awesome. 
*Congrats to the new owners of Piccolo’s  
*We appreciate the responsible pet owners in Town.                          
*Fair week was fun!        
*The Farmer’s Market has been awesome. 
*Museum Open House was nice, enjoyed the carving as well. 
*The town looks beautiful!  Nice flowers and tidy.  Thanks Public 
Works!  PC 
*Shout out to the public works staff for all they do and the above 
and beyond.  BV 

Submit to  
community@townofbentley.ca 
text  403.748.2160 

A huge *THANK YOU* to the 
Bentley Museum for generously 
hosting the post-time-capsule-
opening gathering and providing 
refreshments and cake at the Drop
-In on Saturday afternoon. It was 
wonderful to share the moment 
with everyone who attended. (A 
bunch missing from the photo ...) 

Photo Credit: Bobbie Palanuik  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/386264214886957/user/1346528278/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX8-l1JAJCUEkok_d2lrbCBIAGSWvx_fcdWj9OVKBp6vqqvkvBy-UMXuxy4n8UIdfQMB8DBORBUP7Xde8BYR2e3cGh8qfEHVOn6cofhlRvhCjrx_UjAT9hfKNJRHB9ASBlP4E171s1dUbYjfU2kc6KhU-f1BoRupBe4qiRGUyFdes3RdWj
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Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evening monthly at 6:30 pm 

Agendas and meeting packages are posted on the Town Website Fridays prior to each Council Meeting.   Citizens are 

encouraged to keep themselves educated on Town Council and Administration activities via these documents.  Public 

is welcome and encouraged to attend Council meetings.  

To attend as a delegation, please contact Town Office for the proper procedure to do so. 

 

2025 Animal License Tags -  As per Bylaw 152/2011 All dogs and cats in the Town of Bentley require a tag. 

Animal control license tags may be purchased at the Town office. Applications may be obtained at the Town office or on the website.  

spayed/neutered $35, unaltered $45  Please remember to scoop the poop!!   

  

Reminder for Weekly Residential Garbage Collection  - Don’t be missed because your garbage is not available for pick up.  

Please have your garbage ( maximum 4 bags, 40 lbs. or less) ready for pick up by 7:30 am on regular garbage days for collection. 

Please be patient if it isn’t picked up at the same time each week. The public works personnel collecting garbage changes, as may 

the route and the volume of garbage.  

 

Business Licenses  - With a few exceptions, all Commercial and Home based businesses in the Town of 

Bentley require a valid yearly Business License.  This also applies to those businesses and services that 

are not located in the town of Bentley but are coming into town to conduct business or provide a service. 

The application form can be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town office.  

 

Monthly Tax installment -  Payments are an option with the Town of Bentley. For more information on 

this program, please call the town office or drop in and speak with one of our staff.  

 

Utility Payment Agreements - We offer auto withdrawal from your bank for your Town Water, Sewer & 

Garbage utility payments. We are also offer emailed utility billings rather than a paper copy, your choice.  

Monday - Friday 8am to 3pm   403.748.4044 
info@townofbentley.ca     www.townofbentley.ca 

Waste Transfer Station 
& Recycling Bins 

 
403-748-3961 

 
Thursday    9am-4:45pm 
Friday         9am-4:45pm 
Saturday    1pm-4:45pm 
 

CLOSED   stat holidays 
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Mayor Greg Rathjen Update 

Wow, summer is over.  School is on its way back and we’ve had a great summer in Bentley and area. 

I want to say how much we appreciated everyone that got involved in our rodeo [non-rodeo] weekend. 
It turned out to be one of the best rodeo weekends minus the rodeo. We look forward to the rodeo next 
year. Lots of people showed up for breakfasts and all the different activities. Even in poor weather the 
Parade was impressive. We had a great group of dignitaries, responders and service people that came 
for the lunch with our MP and MLA’s, with several area Mayors and councillors were in the parade. It 

turned out positive with visitors being surprised at what a good parade Bentley puts on. Thanks to all the people who make it 
happen each year, fireworks, movie, car show, bench show, reunion, kids petting zoo and more!   

*As far as our team working in town, we have a new member on staff, Sarah Lafleur working in public works, filling the 
vacancy as Nathan Dennehy has moved up to ‘Maintenance worker 3’ We have lots of things happening in a busy town. We’ve 
hired a company to finish up the soccer field/track area and they will be responsible for it for a year, getting everything up and 
going. Looking good. 

*At our arena we’re moving on forward as soon as possible to getting everything back and running as our hockey season is 
coming quickly. It’s been a major job and we’re very fortunate that we were able to fund it. Again, thanks to all that I’ve been 
willing to go without rodeo this this summer. We know that it will be a great when it comes back. 

*The Farmer’s Market has been doing very good and our new businesses in town and all our businesses are busy. On Saturdays 
it’s great to see that there’s a parking challenge. In talking with many people that are visiting, the words I get from most of them 
is, “Bentley is an amazing town.” This is a beautiful town and many comment on our attractive main street, buildings and parks. 
We thank our staff and summer staff for keeping everything looking beautiful. It is positive when people notice and comment 
on how this is a great community, a special town, they just feel so positive here and are looking forward to coming back. I’ve 
talked to people who have never been here, and they came off the bypass and really enjoyed themselves. This goes well for all 
those who have invested in so many different aspects of our community, especially our businesses. BENTLEY HAS BECOME 
A PLACE TO BE IN. 

 *As we are moving forward, lots of things are happening in the town and in the area.  We’re very fortunate to see the fields 
have a great crop. Looking ahead, we see forward to many great opportunities for people to come as lots are being sold. It 
appears we sold three lots last year and we’ve now will have sold seven lots this year and houses are being built.  When houses 
are coming on the market they are often sold within days. We want to welcome everybody that is moving here and choosing to 
purchase and live in Bentley. Some have watched the market for a year to finally get a home in Bentley We trust everyone will 
be happy they have chosen to BE here. *We are always open for people to sit in on council on the second and fourth Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 PM. Speaking of the future you still have up till 20 September to submit papers to run for Mayor or Council. 
There are five positions in total, and we’d encourage people to consider getting involved and letting their name stand for 
serving in our community. The papers can be given to you at the town office.  

*Our museum will be shutting down the summer hours soon.   

*With cold, hot, rain, and lots of lawn mowing, it has been a great summer in every way. Again, another summer minus 
mosquitoes. As we listen to news around the world, we are most fortunate to live in Bentley and area.   

One side note; Dick Damron at 91 passed away in March and we had the funeral in August celebrating “The Legend and the 
Legacy.”   Everyone going to the Funeral had to come down Dick Damron drive to get to the funeral; we will miss him. 

*For our school, Adam Sia has been appointed as the new principal of the Bentley School. We welcome him to our community. 
He comes with a great many years of experience. 

With changes coming, I speak on behalf of our whole council, staff and CAO Marc Fortais, to thank everyone for the support, 
contributions; and encouragement extended to us in making Bentley the Place to BE. Working and believing together assisting 
Bentley to reach many goals in leading our community into the future. 

If you are new to town and a senior, seniors watch for get togethers Tuesday and Thursdays at the Drop-in Center. 

Looking to a great fall.    Mayor Greg Rathjen   
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Since our last report in May, the Bentley District Fire Department has responded to 29 calls, which is 
actually pretty quiet for this time of year. Of those calls, 17 have been non-emergency alarms calls due to 
cooking incidents or faulty carbon monoxide or smoke detectors. If your CO or smoke detector goes off, 
please do evacuate the building. However, you should know that the fire department will respond unless you 
call your alarm company and have them cancel us. 

We have also had some more serious calls, including 4 watercraft in distress incidents. One of these 
involved five people who were on a floating raft that was blown away from shore. One person on the raft decided to make a 
try for the shore on a floating mattress but was unable to make any headway against the wind. We were able to locate both 
the main raft and the individual and get them back safely to shore. 

Summer always brings with it increased travel and a few motor vehicle accidents. We have responded to seven of these in 
the last 2 and a half months, with a couple of them being quite serious. One patient needed to be extricated from their 
vehicles with the Jaws of Life-type tools. 

Some other calls have included two vehicle fires, a tractor fire, two small grass fires and some medical assist calls with 
EMS. 

Since our last report we have also had some long-serving and extremely valuable members retire from our department. 

Stephen Dojahn joined the Bentley District Fire Department in 2018. In the eight years he was with us, he advanced to the 
rank of Captain based upon his dedication, strong work ethic and leadership ability. Stephen has been an invaluable asset to 
our department, and we will miss his contributions greatly. Both Stephen’s brother, Curtis, and his daughter, Trinity, remain 
on the department and doubtless they will regale Stephen with stories of all the exciting calls he is missing! 

Also leaving us recently are the dynamic duo, the husband and wife team of Al and Jan Bickford. Jan joined us in 2010 and 
filled so many roles on the department that it was hard to keep track! She was a Captain, social organizer and administrative 
wizard. Never one to seek the spotlight, Jan often 
worked quietly in the background doing the many jobs 
that keep a volunteer organization going. To say we 
will miss her is a huge understatement. 

Allen joined us in 2009 and was one of the longest 
serving members of the Bentley Fire Department. 
Allen had been serving as the Deputy Chief for many 
years, and his calm leadership was respected and 
appreciated by every member of the department. Allen 
was willing to leave his farm during the day, when 
many of the rest of the members were unable to 
respond. On a few occasions, he was the only member 
to respond initially! Allen is one of those people who 
can do it all. If it needs to be fixed, taken apart or 
moved, he was our guy. 

Thanks you, Stephen, Jan and Allen, for you many 
years of dedicated service. The door is always open to 
all three of you. 

Finally, I want to congratulate some of our newer 
members for completing their 
NFPA 1001 Level 1 course and 
becoming full members of the 
department. Great job and 
welcome aboard to Brian 
Kasper, Celine Leikeim, Trinity 
Dojahn and Cayla Kenyon. The 
future of our department looks 
bright! 
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Bentley United Church Time Capsule 
 
A big thank you to all who came out to see the Time Capsule Opening and to 
Bud and Sharon from the Kite Guys for opening the Time Capsule. It was so 
nice to see old friends and Bentley residents who show an interest in our histo-
ry. 
The Bentley United Church was built in 1965, and a time capsule was enclosed 
in the wall of the church. 60 years later the time capsule was opened and every-
thing was perfectly preserved. A copy of all the documents will be copied, and 

a booklet will be on display at the Bentley Museum. 
A second time capsule will be placed in the original container with a copy of the booklet. The next open-
ing will be in 40 years from now. 
If anyone has a story about their family attending the United Church, we would love to enclose your story 
for the next time capsule. 
The articles should be on a sheet of paper (8.5 x 11) as there will be limited space. 
For information you can contact Diane @ 403-748-4024. Documents will be accepted until the end of Sep-
tember as the space must be closed before winter. 
Thank you to Bud and Sharon from the Kite Guys for doing this. 


