
 

  

JULY  2024 
Published by Family & Community Support Services (FCSS) - Community Services 

 

Contributions by citizens, non-profits, service providers and businesses are welcome. 
 

Paid and “in kind” space available and a variety of delivery methods:  
postal, social media, around Town and the Town website 

Deadline: 20th of the month @ 10am for the following month.   
Contact Community Services 403-748-2160  community@townofbentley.ca 

Blindman Valley Lions 
Club needs your help, we 
collect can tabs for 
diabetes projects.  If 
you would collect yours 
and drop them off at 

either the Bentley Hotel, The 
Market Grocery Store 
or the Bentley bottle 
depot.   
Every little tab makes a 
difference! 



 

2 

 
 

The Bentley Community Van  
Trips depend on driver 

availability 
 

2nd Wednesday - Sylvan Lake 
4th Wednesday - Red Deer 

 
These trips are open to 

everyone, 
FREE or by Donation. 

 
Please contact our coordinator for 
more information and book your 
seat!  

2 mows a month for $45 

These programs are fee for service at a reduce 
rate thanks to the Healthy Aging Alberta Grant 
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Red Deer Alberta Supports Centre 
Submit documents:   is.centralregion@gov.ab.ca 
Mailing address: 109, 4920 51 Street, Red Deer, 
Alberta  T4N 6K8 
Address:  2nd Floor First Red Deer Place, 4911 
51 Street 
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6V4 
Email: css.ds-central@gov.ab.ca  
Phone: 403-340-5353  Fax: 403-755-6171 

mailto:css.ds-central@gov.ab.ca
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Community Services is here to assist 
in finding information and connecting 
citizens to government programs, 
family programs, seniors programs 
and more. 
 
We provide some direct programming 

and also partner with local organizations, service providers 
and outlying communities to enhance what can be offered to 
our citizens.   
 
Our mandate is early intervention prevention thereby we 
look at programs/services which may enhance the quality of 
life for individuals, provide opportunities to enhance skills and resiliency, as well as reduce social isolation. 
 
Programs cannot be primarily recreational. 
 
If you are aware of a program which may be beneficial to our citizens, please let us know. 
 
We are located in the Bentley Long Term Care, available by appointment. 
 
The Bentley Boutique clothing recycling program is also located in the Care Centre and is open Tues/Thurs 10
-noon and 1-3pm. 
 
 
403.748.2160    community@townofbentley.ca   
Follow us on FB 
Community Services - Town of Bentley 
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At the time of the printing of the newsletter the house 
should already be sitting in the subdivision.  Please 
note the 2nd paragraph for timelines. 



 

7 

As the grass begins to turn green and the summer 
weather approaches, the members of your Bentley Fire 

Department anticipate fewer grass fires and an uptick in 
Motor Vehicle Collisions (MVCs).   On May 25, we 

were called out for a vehicle vs. deer collision.  The deer 
clearly lost, but the little SUV didn’t come out unscathed 

either.  I’ve heard that, statistically, deer are the most 
dangerous animal in North America.  That is, more people are killed by 

deer (by way of hitting them in their vehicles) than by any other animal.  
Keep your eyes open, especially at dusk and dawn.  The damage to your 

vehicle could be the least of your concerns. 

On May 29, we were toned out for mutual aid to Lacombe Fire 

Department for a house fire in their response area.  Although low on manpower that day, we were able to supply a 
water tender and made several trips to refill before the fire was fully extinguished.  Unfortunately, the home was a total 

loss. 

Our first water rescue of the season came in on June 7. Some kayakers had capsized a little way from shore and were in 
distress.  There is an old joke that in order to drown in Gull Lake, you need to be a strong hiker.  While not always true, 

this time the boaters were able to swim/walk into shore and while cold and wet, there were unhurt. 

On June 11, we responded to two calls.  The first was an alarms call at a nearby Summer Camp.  This one turned out to 
be a non-emergency cooking incident.  Later the same day, we were called out again for a vehicle rollover.  The driver 

was able to self-extricate and was not seriously injured.  However, while traffic was stopped to allow the tow truck to 
safely remove the vehicle, the driver of a black Honda Civic decided to drive through the scene and almost struck a 

firefighter who was controlling traffic.  In fact, the car did strike the firefighter’s stop sign.  Another driver managed to 
get the car’s licence plate on her camera phone while he stopped to yell homophobic obscenities at the firefighter.  I 

won’t share the license plate number here.  We did, 
however, share it with the RCMP.   

Two more non-emergency alarms calls followed on June 

13th and 17th. 

Finally, on June 18, firefighters were called out to assist 

with a serious medical emergency in town.  While I will 
not share details of the incident, I will say that I am 

incredibly proud of how our members handled themselves 
at a difficult and traumatic call.  They may very well have 
saved a life. 

In training this month, we are practicing our Motor 
Vehicle Collision skills.  Everything from traffic control 

to vehicle extrication is being reviewed.  One fun way to 
practice with the ‘Jaws of Life” is playing giant Jenga 

with our cribbing blocks.  When we start 
working on actual vehicles, we will once 

again rely on the generosity of Popow & 
Sons Auto Recycling in Lacombe, who 

have supplied many cars and trucks  over 
the years for us to cut up. 

Finally, on June 12, it was Farm Safety 

Day for all of the Grade five classes in 
Lacombe County.  Many classes worth of 

students came though and learned about 
how to be safe in and around farm vehicles.  

We were happy to spend the day there with 
one of our fire trucks to talk about fire and 

grain safety. 



 

8 

Bentley Museum 
 

Summer Hours July and August 
Tuesday – Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Sunday & Monday 10:00am – 3: 00 pm 

Summer Student Hosts - Jake Pike & Artur Lisneac 
 

Welcome Summer Flowers and Sunshine 
 

CANADA  DAY  OPEN HOUSE     
 

Heritage Recipe Fundraising Bake Sale     10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
BBQ Hot Dogs, Cake & Refreshments       11:30 am  - 2:30 pm 
Kids Activities                                                11:30 am - 2:30 pm 

BY DONATION 
 

Bentley Fair and Rodeo 
 

OPEN HOUSE -  August 10     10:00 am – 4:00 pm     
Chainsaw Carving by BART  1pm - 4 pm 

Cake and Refreshments will be served   Noon – 3:00 pm 
 

BENTLEY HISTORY BOOKS - available at the Museum & 
Bentley Agencies (FREE) 

 
Dick Damron CD’s and Books are also available at the museum. 

Bentley Museum Contacts:    

Rick:  403.304.0353       Diana:  403-748-4024  

Thanks to James 
for keeping the 
Waste Transfer 
Station running 
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Crossword Submitted by 
Colleen McNaught 
Solution page 11 
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Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evening monthly at 6:30 pm 

Agendas and meeting packages are posted on the Town Website Fridays prior to 

each Council Meeting.   Citizens are encouraged to keep themselves educated on 

Town Council and Administration activities via these documents.  Public is 

welcome and encouraged to attend Council meetings.  

To attend as a delegation, please contact Town Office for the proper procedure to do so. 

 

2024 Animal License Tags -  As per Bylaw 152/2011 All dogs and cats in the Town of 

Bentley require a tag. Animal control license tags may be purchased at the Town office. 

Applications may be obtained at the Town office or on the website.  

spayed/neutered $35, unaltered $45  Please remember to scoop 

the poop!!   

  

Reminder for Weekly Residential Garbage Collection  - Don’t be missed because 

your garbage is not available for pick up.  Please have your garbage ( maximum 4 

bags, 40 lbs. or less) ready for pick up by 7:30 am on regular garbage days for collection. Please be 

patient if it isn’t picked up at the same time each week. The public works personnel collecting garbage 

changes, as may the route and the volume of garbage.  

 

Business Licenses  - With a few exceptions, all Commercial and Home based businesses in the Town 

of Bentley require a valid yearly Business License.  This also applies to those businesses and services 

that are not located in the town of Bentley but are coming into town to conduct business or provide a 

service. The application form can be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town office.  

 

Monthly Tax installment -  Payments are an option with the Town of 

Bentley. For more information on this program, please call the town 

office or drop in and speak with one of our staff.  

 

Utility Payment Agreements - We offer auto withdrawal from your 

bank for your Town Water, Sewer & Garbage utility payments. We are 

also offer emailed utility billings rather than a paper copy, your choice.  

 

Household Hazardous Waste Roundup -  save the date -   

Bentley Transfer Station on Saturday October 5th from 1:00 – 4:45pm . 

Monday - Friday 8am to 3pm   403.748.4044 
info@townofbentley.ca     www.townofbentley.ca 

Waste Transfer Station 
& Recycling Bins 

 
403-748-3961 

 
Thursday   9am-4:45pm 
Friday     9am-4:45pm 
Saturday    1pm-4:45pm 
 

CLOSED   stat holidays 
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Mayor Greg Report on June 2024 
 
Summer is here and school is out. I was invited to share Town 
Congratulations to our 20 Grads at Bentley Public High School. It was a 
great evening of laughter as well as many awards. We were proud as a 
community to encourage graduates to go on from a variety of education 
processes & schools. As our students go forward, we have confidence they 
will all represent Bentley & area well. 

 
Last month I said I would try to give a little blurb about each business, new or old. It was brought to 
my attention by councilor’s that it would be difficult to list each business over a period of time. My 
suggestion then is this; For each business or service wanting to get public exposure and awareness, 
especially with all the people attending the farmers market, please contact Barb who compiles our 
monthly newsletter and place an advertisement.   As Mayor at the market each week, I give out many 
copies of our newsletter as I welcome people to Bentley and to all Bentley and area has to offer. I 
welcome visitors on the streets and mention our paper, free in the Box by the bulletin board and 
encourage them to check out all we have to offer. This could bring added attention to the many 
services and businesses you represent. 
 
In the past, many would make a stop at the Monkey Top as a part of their trip to Bentley. Until 
something is built to replace this vacuum, you can let people know in our classy, printed paper, while 
they are in our area, you would love to have them drop into your place. We as a town won the World 
Muse Creative and Design Gold Award for Marketing. As Mayor and having been a Bentley resident 
for 37 years, I feel everyone has something they specialize in. You each have a role in making 
Bentley, “The PLACE to BE or to COME TO and as our Paper says, to BE IN THE KNOW !   Barb, 
our FCSS director is part of our town team, working hard to make our paper a take home piece of 
inspiration, information, and opportunity.  
 
We have just completed the public meeting and our online survey as we work toward our next 
strategic plan for the next five years. Thanks to those who came out and responded online. 
 
We are in the final stage of tour County/Town proposal for the annexation plans for the two South 
East quarters of land. These are required processes to prepare the area should the Landowner decide to 
sell the property.  
 
It is disappointing that we do not qualify for a Provincial grant to fix the slab in our arena. We have 
spent two years now between our Federal and now Provincial grant application to find out a 
municipality does not qualify. We will not give up and if anyone has 
a rich relative wanting to invest in the future of our arena, we would 
be happy to talk to them. We are thankful between the County/town 
we have the finances to replace the near 50-year-old Ice Plant that 
will service the Arena and the Curling rink for many years and 
families to come. 
 
We are seeing homes being planned to build and many homes are 
selling in a brief time.  
 
Have a great summer and please welcome visitors checking out 
Alberta’s Model Town.  
 
Mayor Greg Rathjen   
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Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

 Business card  $30  1/4 page  $45  1/2 page $ 90  page  $180 
 

Community Organizations - reduced or no fee 
call to discuss your submissions - fees only apply if you are generating a revenue from your 

event. 
 

403-748-2160       community@townofbentley.ca 

This program  funs July 1st to June 30th yearly, based on the 
previous years taxes for qualification. 
If you would like a booklet, please contact Community Services. 
We can help you apply, supply you a booklet, or look into your 
questions about this program. 


