
 

  

April 2024 Published by Family & Community Support Services (FCSS) - Community Services 
 

Contributions by citizens, non-profits, service providers and businesses are welcome. 
 

Paid and “in kind” space available and a variety of delivery methods:  
postal, social media, around Town and the Town website 

Deadline: 20th of the month @ 10am for the following month.   
Contact Community Services 403-748-2160  community@townofbentley.ca 

 
 

The Bentley Community Van  
Trips depend on driver 

availability 
 

2nd Wednesday - Sylvan Lake 
4th Wednesday - Red Deer 

 
These trips are open to everyone, 

FREE or by Donation. 
 

Please contact our coordinator for 
more information and book your 
seat!  

More Info Page 2 

Bentley Library Society AGM 
 

May 14, 2024 at 7:30pm 
The Library Society provides most 
of the programming that we see at 

our wonderful library!   
 

We have meetings every other month for maybe an 
hour.  Fundraising is minimal.   

We would  love to have you join us! 
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Thank you for approaching Servus 

Credit Union with the opportunity to 

assist your organization. 

Servus is pleased to donate 

CA$700.00 to Town of Bentley in 

support of Seniors Wellness. 
Supporting the communities where 
our members live and work is 
fundamental to our success. It is 
through the hard work of people 
and organizations, like Town of 
Bentley, that our 
communities and the people in them can grow and dream. It is our privilege as a credit union to support 
your initiative and help you achieve your goals  

Thank You  
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Red Deer Alberta Supports Centre 
Submit documents:   
is.centralregion@gov.ab.ca 
Mailing address: 109, 4920 51 Street, Red 
Deer, Alberta  T4N 6K8 
Address:  2nd Floor First Red Deer Place, 
4911 51 Street 
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6V4 
Email: css.ds-central@gov.ab.ca  
Phone: 403-340-5353  Fax: 403-755-6171 

The Lacombe FRN serves the communities of Lacombe, Blackfalds, Clive, 
Tees, Mirror, Alix, Joffre, Morningside, College Heights, Bentley, and Gull Lake.  

403.896.3408 

mailto:css.ds-central@gov.ab.ca
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Community Services is here to assist in finding information and connecting 
citizens to government programs, family programs, seniors programs and more. 
 
We provide some direct programming and also partner with local organizations, 
service providers and outlying communities to enhance what can be offered to our 
citizens.   
 

Our mandate is early intervention prevention thereby we look at programs/services which may enhance 
the quality of life for individuals, provide opportunities to enhance skills and resiliency, as well as 
reduce social isolation. 
 
Programs cannot be primarily recreational. 
 
If you are aware of a program which may be beneficial 
to our citizens, please let us know. 
 
We are located in the Bentley Long Term Care, 
available by appointment. 
 
The Bentley Boutique clothing recycling program is 
also located in the Care Centre and is open Tues/Thurs 
10-noon and 1-3pm. 
 
 
403.748.2160    community@townofbentley.ca   
Follow us on FB 
Community Services - Town of Bentley 

Bentley Museum 
Winter Hours  

Wednesday  
10:00 am – 11:00 am 

 
 Spring is around the corner – enjoy the nice weather. 

Thank you to the Bromley family! 
The Market in Bentley will be opening  soon.   
We are all so excited to have you in our town. 

 
The Museum volunteers are busy changing up some of our displays. 

 
Bentley History Books are now  FREE.  
Pick up your copy at Bentley Agencies. 

Contact Cora or Diana for your free set.   
Also available at Bentley Agencies. 

 
Dick Damron CD’s and Books are also available at the museum. 
 
Bentley Museum Contacts:   Cora:  403-506-2696       Diana:  403-748-402I 
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I would like to begin this report with some great news:  We have had a very good response to 
our recruitment campaign, with seven new potential recruits showing interest in joining the 

department.  It is great to see that there are so many folks willing to step up for their 
community.  If you are still thinking about it, don’t wait too long!  We will need to start the 
selection and intake process right away so that we can bring on our most qualified 

candidates. 

The start of the year, aside from the Monkey Top fire, has been quite slow for your local volunteer 
firefighters.  In fact, as of my writing this report (March 23), we have not had a single call in the month of 
March.  With the predicted dry weather coming this spring, we are enjoying the calm while it lasts. 

On January 23, the department responded to a medical assist 

call.  Members assisted the EMS crew with the patient until 
they were released from the scene. 

On January 28, we were called out to a large outside fire 
south of town.  The fire turned out to be one that was both 

permitted and being well monitored.  On January 29, we had 
a similar call at a different location.  A burn permit was not 
required at the times of these fires, but this would be a good 

time to remind county residents that burn permits are now 
required for all burns (other than those for warming or 
cooking) from March 1 to October 31.  As well, please know 
that only the following materials may be burned: 

Brush and fallen trees 

Used power and telephone poles that do not contain preservatives 
Wood or wood products not containing preservatives 
Solid waste from tree harvesting 

Straw, stubble, grass, weeds, leaves, and tree prunings 
Solid waste from post and pole operations that does not contain wood 
preservatives 

The list of what may NOT be burned is long, but can be found on the 

Lacombe County website.   

On February 1, Bentley was toned out to assist Eckville Fire with a 
structure fire in a mobile home in their town.  Crews assisted with 
extinguishing and overhauling the fire for a couple of hours.  The 

building was heavily damaged by the fire, but there were – thankfully – no injuries to the occupant, 
who managed to escape the building on their own. 

On February 10, crews were again called out, this time to a Carbon Monoxide alarm.  As it turned 
out, the issue was just a low battery in the CO detector.  Remember, when you change your clocks in 

the spring and fall, that is a good time to change the batteries in your smoke and CO detectors.  

You may have noticed a grain truck on its side in the roundabout on Highway 12 and 20 on February 
16.  Five members of the department went out to assist.  Fortunately, the driver was not injured and 
crews only had to help secure the scene and control traffic. 

On February 21, crews were called out to a truck fire.  The vehicle was a total loss by the time we 

arrived on scene, and the RCMP left it up to the owners to tow the wreckage away. 

Our last call was an unusual one.  We were called out to a structure 
fire on Gull Lake.  As in…on the actual lake itself at an ice-fishing 
shack rental operation.  There is not an ice thickness that will make 

us comfortable bringing the Engine onto the lake, so we took our 
Rapid unit out to see what we could do.  When we got to scene, we 
were unsure what was burning.  With only 450 gallons of water in 

the tank, we had to make a couple of trips to refill before the fire was 
extinguished.  As it turned out, it was a wood-fired sauna that had 
caught fire.  The renters decided to head home for the night and 
sleep in their own beds. 

Until next month, stay safe and take care. 
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Thank you to Nutrien, Nutrien staff and Lacombe County for 
keeping our parking lot at the Blindman Valley Ag Centre plowed all 
winter long.          
Bentley & District Ag Society 
 
Thank you to Albert Talsma for clearing the path all winter…  from 
lots of walkers… 
 
Thank you to the snow angels for clearing neighbors sidewalks. 
 
Thank you to the responsible pet owners who clean up after their 
dogs!  Shame on the rest of you for making our sidewalks and parks  
unclean.   
 
The Bentley Curling Club would like to recognize the following 
volunteers for helping out at our recent casino in Red Deer. This 
event helps support our club, financially, in a big way.   
Erica Duberville, Jenna French, Nancy Hanson, Nancy & Phil 
Haarstad,Lonnie Bergstrom, Darrell Elsbett, Jeff Bajema, Kelly 
McKinlay, Brian Anderson, Tilly Wilson, Erin Sather, Karen 
Lightburn, Carol Oleksow,Ed Butcher. Rod Craven, Travis Adolf  

Meet the Bromleys; Brad, Andrea, Alana, Maddy, and our fur baby Bruno.  
We are true small town Albertans at our core. Our values are rooted in 
family, faith and community. We love spending time with family and 
friends, camping, country music, cooking great food, entertaining, and 
cheering on our favourite sports teams; the Edmonton Oilers and the 
Seattle Seahawks. You may see us out on the golf course in our little bit of 
free time, and we definitely hope to curl again in the future when we aren’t 
as busy with our kid’s activities. Our motto has always been “work hard, 
play hard.” 

Alana is a former competitive swimmer, now lifeguard and Maddy is a competitive dancer. They are kind, 
hardworking, outgoing kids and have supported us in every crazy direction we’ve taken them in life. You’ll be 
sure to see a lot of them around the store. And Bruno, well, he loves steak bones, snuggles, playing in the river 
and mostly just waits patiently for us all to get home and be together. 
We are so excited to serve the community of Bentley and can’t wait to get to know each and every one of you! 

Your support and excitement has meant the world to us and is what has made the long days so worth it! 
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Council meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday evening monthly at 6:30 pm 

Agendas and meeting packages are posted on the Town Website Fridays prior 

to each Council Meeting.   Citizens are encouraged to keep themselves 

educated on Town Council and Administration activities via these documents.  

Public is welcome and encouraged to attend Council meetings.  

To attend as a delegation, please contact Town Office for the proper procedure to do so. 

 

2024 Animal License Tags -  As per Bylaw 152/2011 All dogs and cats in the Town of 

Bentley require a tag. Animal control license tags may be purchased at the Town office. 

Applications may be obtained at the Town office or on the website.  

spayed/neutered $35, unaltered $45  Please remember to scoop the poop!!   

  

Reminder for Weekly Residential Garbage Collection  - Don’t be missed because your garbage is 

not available for pick up.  Please have your garbage ( maximum 4 bags, 40 lbs. or 

less) ready for pick up by 7:30 am on regular garbage days for collection. Please 

be patient if it isn’t picked up at the same time each week. The public works 

personnel collecting garbage changes, as may the route and the volume of 

garbage.  

 

Business Licenses  - With a few exceptions, all Commercial and Home based businesses in the 

Town of Bentley require a valid yearly Business License.  This also applies to those businesses and 

services that are not located in the town of Bentley but are coming into town to conduct business or 

provide a service. The application form can be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town 

office.  

 

Monthly Tax installment -  Payments are an option with the Town of 

Bentley. For more information on this program, please call the town 

office or drop in and speak with one of our staff.  

 

Utility Payment Agreements - We offer auto withdrawal from your 

bank for your Town Water, Sewer & Garbage utility payments. We are 

also offer emailed utility billings rather than a paper copy, your choice.  

 

 

Waste Transfer Station 
& Recycling Bins 

 
403-748-3961 

 
Thursday   9am-4:45pm 
Friday     9am-4:45pm 
Saturday    1pm-4:45pm 
 

CLOSED   stat holidays 

Monday - Friday 8am to 3pm   403.748.4044 
info@townofbentley.ca     www.townofbentley.ca 
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MAYORS UPDATE: 

March has been an interesting month. We have had a lack 
of snow and then snow came making the opening of our 
Medicine Hills Ski Lodge possible. Then everything 

around puddled up melting and now as I am writing we have had a 
good  week shoveling snow again.  

The province is preparing for a very dry year. We trust some good rains 
can bring back a positive balance. The provincial Emergency preplanning 
is at stage four and expecting and underway planning to go to stage five. 
This could affect outdoor fires and water controls. 

The geese are coming back and I notice pussy willows are coming out.     

By the time you read this, removal of the Monkey Top with the Asbestos 
clean up should be completed. As of now there is no confirmed word 
about the process of replacing the Monkey Top Saloon.  We have sold our 
first lot in our subdivision. As people start to build, we are sure other lots 
will be selling. 

Our grocery store is quickly approaching a reopening. Let’s be looking 
forward to a very positive 2024.   

We have been looking at every possible way of saving our Arena. We 
have worked at many ways in approaching the federal government for a 
Canada Green and Inclusive Buildings Grant. After nineteen months of 
Our CAO, Marc, council, and Honorable Blaine Calkins in continual 
contact with the minister in charge. Marc did everything we needed to 
have a grant qualified and again and again asking for a promised,  [online] 
meeting. After requesting over and over, while we watched other 
communities in Alberta receiving grants, it was frustrating to say the least. 
A few weeks ago, we received an email saying we didn’t qualify. I had 
even contacted the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister and Finance 
Minister to no response. We are determined to find a way to save our 
arena. I even asked for a CTV crew asking about the Monkey Top to do a 
newsworthy story about our journey to save our widely used central  arena. 

Moving forward to this Past Weekend Hundreds of volunteers, sponsors 
and community put on the U13 FEMALE TIER 1 PROVINCIAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS in our arena in Bentley. March 21-24.  A huge thanks 
to our Blindman Valley Minor Hockey Association and everyone who 
took on the Challenge. A special thanks to our arena manage Graham 
Parsons and Jack for working overtime to keep our plant from shutting 
down to get us through. 

I was able to be there for the CHAMPIONSHIP final at 4pm. Sunday to 
witness the exciting game between the Airdrie Lightning and, OUR, West 
Central Wildcats. WE WON IN THE SECOND OVERTIME! 

The thank you’s from so many visitors to myself as Mayor on behalf of 
our town and area for opening the doors and welcoming hundreds of 
people to our community and facilities was overwhelming. YAHOO! And 
Thanks to all. 

We are looking forward to getting a solution to the future repairs our arena needs. Our Ski Hill has seen open days and for that 
we thank everyone who makes it happen. 

If you are recently new to Bentley, there are many opportunities to become volunteers including our need for firefighter team 
members. Please have a great Easter and remind friends our paper is available in the box beside the town bulletin Board beside 
the Post Office. Take an extra one to share with someone. Thanks to Barb for all the work you put in.  

Mayor Greg Rathjen 



 

12 

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
 

 Business card  $30  1/4 page  $45  1/2 page $ 90  page  $180 
 

Community Organizations - reduced or no fee 
call to discuss your submissions - fees only apply if you are generating a revenue from your event. 

 
403-748-2160       community@townofbentley.ca 

If you qualify for the FREE program and 
have transportation concerns, or just don’t 
want to travel to Lacombe you can make 
an appointment with Community Services 
to have the intake done in Bentley! 
We will make a few trips to Lacombe to 
drop information off to Lacombe FCSS 
and pick them up when the  volunteers 
have them completed. 
 
Call 403.748.2160  — leave a message if 
you get the machine!  Staff is often 
working out in the community, 


