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AGENDA 

Bentley Town Council Regular Meeting 
Tuesday January 26, 2021 

6:45 pm 
 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
 

2. Amendments & Acceptance of Agenda 
 
 

3. Adoption of Previous Minutes:  
 

a) Regular Meeting January 12, 2020  
 
 

4. Financial: 
 

a) Prepaid Cheque Listing – Cheques No. 20200946 to 20210053 
 
 

5. New Business  
 

a) 2021 Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical, Tourism Funding Support 
b) Deferral of utility and tax penalties until December 31, 2021 
 

 
6. Correspondence 

 
 a) Lacombe County Council Highlights January 14, 2021 
 

 
7. Other Business/Council Question Period: 

 
 

8. Adjournment            
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Bentley 

January 12, 2021 
 
Date & Place: Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Bentley, held beginning 

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 6:45am, in the Bentley Municipal Office. 
  
 
In Attendance Mayor Greg Rathjen 

Deputy Mayor Joan Dickau 
   Councillor Doug Talsma  
   Councillor Cora Knutson  
   Councillor Neil Maki 
   CAO Marc Fortais (called into meeting via zoom) 
 
 
Call to Order   Mayor Greg Rathjen called the council meeting to order at 6:45pm 
 
Agenda Motion 1/2021 Moved by Councillor Talsma, “THAT the agenda of the 

December 15, 2020 Council Meeting be accepted including one additional item as 
other business - an information update from the CAO regarding the Bentley Business 
Coaching Program.” 

Carried 
 
 
Previous Minutes Motion 2/2021 Moved by Councillor Knutson, “THAT the minutes of the regular 

meeting held on December 15, 2020 be confirmed.” 
          Carried 
 
Financial  
   a) Prepaid Cheque Listing – Cheques 20200870 to 20200946 
 
 

Motion 3/2021 Moved by Councillor Maki, “THAT cheques numbered 
20200870 to 20200946,” be received as information. 
         Carried 

 
New Business  
   a) Capital Purchase of Freightliner M2106 Garbage Truck from Amtruck 

 
Motion 4/2021 Moved by Mayor Rathjen, “THAT Mayor and Council authorize 
CAO Marc Fortais to purchase a 2011 Freightliner M2106 (VIN 
#1FVACYDT1BHBB7785) Garbage Truck at a capital cost of $51,850 to be funded 
from the Garbage Truck Replacement Reserve; AND 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize CAO Marc Fortais to sell the 1992 Ford F700 
Garbage Truck (VIN#1FDHK72P2NVA36043) for fair market value.” 
 
         Carried 
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b)  Capital Purchase of International 5 Ton Dump Truck from City of 

Wetaskiwin 
 
Motion 5/2021 Moved by Councillor Maki, “THAT Mayor and Council authorize 
the CAO Marc Fortais to purchase a 2016 International Model 7400S single axle truck 
with dump at a capital cost of $65,000 to be funded from the Garbage Truck 
Replacement Reserve; AND 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize CAO Marc Fortais to sell the 2009 Dodge 5500 
SLT Crew Cab with dump (VIN#3D6WD78L89G510413) for fair market value to offset 
the purchase cost of the new unit. Any proceeds from the sale of this unit will be 
placed back into the reserve for future acquisitions.”     

Carried 
 

c) Town of Bentley & Lacombe County (IDP) & (ICF) Committee Joint 
Alberta Community Partnership Grant Application 

 
Motion 6/2021 Moved by Deputy Mayor Dickau, “THAT the Town of Bentley 
agree to participate in the Town of Bentley/Lacombe County Joint Development 
Initiative project to be funded via a grant application to the Alberta Community 
Partnership grant program and furthermore, agree that the Town of Bentley be 
designated as the managing partner for the project.” 
          Carried 
 
d) Town of Bentley & Lacombe County (IDP) & (ICF) Committee Terms of 

Reference 
 
Motion 7/2021 Moved by Councillor Talsma, “THAT the Town of Bentley and 
Lacombe County IDP/ICF Committee Terms of Reference be approved as 
presented.” 
          Carried 
 

Correspondence 
 
   a) Keep it Central Contest 
   b) Affordable Housing Review Panel Report 
 

Motion 8/2021 Moved by Deputy Mayor Dickau, “THAT correspondence items 
a) to b) be accepted as information.” 
          Carried 

 
Council Reports 
 
   a) Mayor Rathjen 
   b) Deputy Mayor Dickau 
   c) Councillor Knutson 
   d) Councillor Talsma 
   e) Councillor Maki 
 

Motion 9/2021 Moved by Councillor Talsma, “THAT the council reports be 
accepted as information.” 
          Carried 
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Other Business/Council Question Period   
 

CAO Marc Fortais provided an overview of the Bentley Business Coaching Program 
that will be launching January 13th for Bentley Businesses. 
 

• The program will utilize some of the MOST grant funding that was received in 
relation to costs for the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

• Will provide one on one coaching services from a certified management 
consultant to support the needs of up to 5 Bentley businesses. 

• Businesses will need to submit an expression of interest to the CAO at 
mfortais@townofbentley.ca 

• Upon receipt of the expression of interest an intake interview will be done with 
the business to understand their unique challenges. 

• Based on the number of applications, businesses will be short listed and up to 
5 local businesses will be selected to work directly with a Certified 
Management Consultant matched to their specific needs. 

 
 
Adjournment: Motion 10/2021 Moved by Deputy Mayor Dickau, “THAT the regular meeting of 

council be adjourned. Time: 7:46 pm.” 
 
            Carried 

 
 
 
 
 ____________________________     _________________________________ 
 Mayor Greg Rathjen       Marc Fortais 

mailto:mfortais@townofbentley.ca
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Cheque #

Cheque

Date Vendor Name Invoice # Invoice Description

Invoice 

Amount

Cheque 

Amount

 20200946 2020-12-24 SUPERIOR SAFETY CODES INC. PAYMENT  262.50

2020 1008 BUILDING INSPECTION FEE FOR 4929-50 AVENUE 262.50 

 20210001 2021-01-13 AMTRUCK LIMITED PAYMENT  49,350.00

64969 2011 FREIGHTLINER M2106  49,350.00 

 20210002 2021-01-13 CITY OF WETASKIWIN PAYMENT  65,000.00

IVC0032685 2016 INTERNATIONAL DUMP TRUCK PURCHASE 65,000.00 

 20210003 2021-01-15 CARSON, BARBARA J

 20210004 2021-01-15 JENSEN, DARREN J

 20210005 2021-01-15 MEREDITH, SANDRA L

 20210006 2021-01-15 GIBSON, COLE C

 20210007 2021-01-15 DENNEHY, NATHAN

 20210008 2021-01-15 GREAVES, LORYANNE

 20210009 2021-01-15 FORTAIS, MARC C

 20210010 2021-01-15 KIKSTRA, ROBERT B

 20210011 2021-01-15 327241 ALBERTA LTD. PAYMENT  1,071.00

827 DECEMBER ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES 1,071.00 

 20210012 2021-01-15 ACCESS GAS SERVICES PAYMENT  2,595.06

202012-AB1163 DECEMBER NATURAL GAS INVOICE  2,595.06 

 20210013 2021-01-15 ALBERTA ONE-CALL CORPORATION PAYMENT  12.60

IN164641 DECEMBER 2020 NOTIFICATIONS  12.60 

 20210014 2021-01-15 BEARCOM CANADA CORP, C/O T45502 PAYMENT  2,814.00

5122572 P.W. 3 SMARTPHONES  2,236.50 

5125166 P.W. SMARTPHONE  577.50 

 20210015 2021-01-15 BENTLEY DISTRICT FIRE DEPARTMENT PAYMENT  500.00

20203411 DONATION - BRYCE MCLACHLAN  500.00 

 20210016 2021-01-15 BENTLEY ESSO PAYMENT  1,235.45

31122020 VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT GAS & DIESEL FOR DECEMBER 2020 1,235.45 

 20210017 2021-01-15 BENTLEY I.D.A. PHARMACY PAYMENT  180.08

31122020 FCSS - GIFT CERTIFICATES  180.08 

 20210018 2021-01-15 BLACK PRESS GROUP LTD. PAYMENT  491.66

34017198 CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS GREETINGS & NORTH POLE AD'S 491.66 

 20210019 2021-01-15 CAMPUS ENERGY PARTNERS LP PAYMENT  14,947.21

1000894-202012 DECEMBER ELECTRICITY BILL  9,123.89 

1000895-202012 DECEMBER ELECTRICITY FOR STREET LIGHTS 5,823.32 

 20210020 2021-01-15 DESJARDINS CARD SERVICES PAYMENT  339.56

31122020 FCSS - STAPLES ORDER  339.56 

 20210021 2021-01-15 GRAYSON EXCAVATING LTD. PAYMENT  1,294.13

2674 SERVICE RD SOUTH OF TOWN-DIG TEST PITS 1,294.13 

 20210022 2021-01-15 HOMEWOOD HEALTH INC. PAYMENT  201.60

H316863 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS APRIL-JUNE 2020  100.80 

H332619 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FROM JULY - SEPTEMBER 2020 100.80 

 20210023 2021-01-15 LACOMBE COUNTY PAYMENT  45,932.98

IVC00039837 2020 COUNTY FIRE CHIEF COSTS  5,999.80 

IVC00039926 2020 PEACE OFFICER SERVICES  39,933.18 

 20210024 2021-01-15 LACOMBE REGIONAL WASTE SERVICES COMMISSION PAYMENT  18,544.30

36332 2020 QUARTERLY REQUISITION  18,544.30 

 20210025 2021-01-15 OUTLAW ELECTRIC LTD. PAYMENT  1,473.61

8424 TOWN OFFICE OUTSIDE POT LIGHTS LABOUR & MATERIAL 1,419.73 

8717 ARENA - REPLACE LIGHT SWITCH  53.88 
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Cheque
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Cheque 
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 20210026 2021-01-15 PITNEYWORKS PAYMENT  573.62

03012021 DECEMBER 2020 POSTAGE  573.62 

 20210027 2021-01-15 RURAL MUNICIPALITIES OF ALBERTA PAYMENT  449.40

AB032342 2021 DOG & CAT TAGS  449.40 

 20210028 2021-01-15 SERVUS CREDIT UNION PAYMENT  2,244.55

3112020 SERVUS MASTERCARD BILL FOR DECEMBER 2020 2,244.55 

 20210029 2021-01-15 TELUS MOBILITY INC. PAYMENT  85.45

09012021 P.W. CELL PHONES & FIRE DEPT IPAD  85.45 

 20210030 2021-01-15 WASTE MANAGEMENT PAYMENT  3,970.41

1110462-0613-7 DECEMBER 2020 RECYCLING  3,970.41 

 20210031 2021-01-15 WOLF CREEK BUILDING SUPPLIES PAYMENT  249.83

236286 ARENA-TRASH CANS & UTILITY CONTAINER 249.83 

 20210032 2021-01-15 ALBERTA FOREST & GARDEN PAYMENT  2,632.29

2294235 WEARSTRIP KIT, KIT SPACER SERVICE, CURB COVER 2,632.29 

 20210033 2021-01-15 CAROLINE & DISTRICT ATHLETIC AGRICULTURE SOC. PAYMENT  175.30

2931 ARENA - SG 51 SPRAYER  175.30 

 20210034 2021-01-15 ALBERTA URBAN MUNICIPALITIES ASSOCIATION PAYMENT  1,968.34

20210080 AUMA MEMBERSHIP FEE  1,968.34 

 20210035 2021-01-15 BENTLEY AGENCIES PAYMENT  84.00

15012021 5 TON REGISTRATION & PLATE FEES  84.00 

 20210036 2021-01-15 COUNTY OF LACOMBE LIFELONG LEARNING ASSOC. PAYMENT  250.00

2630 FCSS ADVERTISING FULL PAGE AD IN DON'T HIBERNATE 250.00 

 20210037 2021-01-15 GREGG DISTRIBUTORS LP PAYMENT  505.12

059-338002 P.W. SHOP SUPPLIES & PPE  455.09 

059-338989 P.W. PPE  50.03 

 20210038 2021-01-15 HOMEWOOD HEALTH INC. PAYMENT  100.80

H362816 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS JANUARY - MARCH 2021 100.80 

 20210039 2021-01-15 KIKSTRA;  ROB PAYMENT  31.37

01112021 OLD FIRE HALL DOOR HANDLE  31.37 

 20210040 2021-01-15 MEREDITH, SANDRA PAYMENT  362.50

15012021 OFFICE JANITORAL & COVID CLEAN  362.50 

 20210041 2021-01-15 MUNICIPAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS INC. PAYMENT  828.48

20201772 JANUARY SUPPORT 2021  828.48 

 20210042 2021-01-15 PACIFIC TIER SOLUTIONS INC. PAYMENT  488.22

6447 QUARTERLY FEES FOR BOOKKING SCHEDULING MODULE 488.22 

 20210043 2021-01-15 PARKLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY PAYMENT  2,419.44

210021 QUARTERLY REQUISITION PAYMENT  2,419.44 

 20210044 2021-01-15 PITNEY BOWES LEASING PAYMENT  242.24

3201614766 POSTAGE METER LEASE  242.24 

 20210045 2021-01-15 SHAW CABLE PAYMENT  163.80

21012021 INTERNET AT FCSS DOCTORS OFFICE  163.80 

 20210046 2021-01-15 SYLVAN LAKE SUMMER HOCKEY CAMP LTD PAYMENT  10,500.00

15012021 JANUARY ARENA CARETAKER CONTRACT 10,500.00 

 20210047 2021-01-15 VEUGER, JULIAN PAYMENT  400.00

01152021 JANUARY REMUNERATION  400.00 

 20210048 2021-01-15 WASTE CONNECTIONS OF CANADA INC. PAYMENT  810.08

7425-0000227901 COMMERCIAL WASTE PICKUP FOR JANUARY 2021 810.08 

 20210049 2021-01-15 WILD ROSE ASSESSMENT SERVICES PAYMENT  1,330.88

8097 WILDROSE ASSESSMENT SERVICE FOR JANUARY 2021 1,330.88 

 20210050 2021-01-15 WOLF CREEK BUILDING SUPPLIES PAYMENT  1,079.31
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 20210050 2021-01-15 WOLF CREEK BUILDING SUPPLIES 241971 PUMPHOUSE MAINTENANCE MATERIAL  52.94  1,079.31

242615 ARENA BUILDING MAINTENANCE  375.22 

242629 ARENA DECK PAINT  115.48 

242903 PARKS & REC KEYS CUT  31.40 

243416 ARENA MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES  11.54 

243423 ARENA MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES  8.39 

243864 ARENA BULDING MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 484.34 

 20210051 2021-01-15 RED DEER CLEANING SERVICES LTD PAYMENT  294.00

4460 COMMERCIAL COVID CLEAN  294.00 

 20210052 2021-01-15 GROUPSOURCE PAYMENT  3,900.00

14012021 GROUPSOURCE FLOAT FOR FUTURE CLAIMS 3,900.00 

 20210053 2021-01-19 FEDERATION OF CANADIAN MUNICIPALITIES PAYMENT  443.71

INV-26485-T6R3V 2021 FCM MEMBERSHIP  443.71 

*** End of Report ***

Total  256,807.19
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Agenda Date:  January 26, 2021 
      
Agenda Item:  New Business: 

Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical, and Tourism Funding Support 
2021 Applications 

 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
THAT Mayor and Council review applications received and determine funding allocations in 
accordance with the Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical, and Tourism Funding Support Policy 
52/2015; AND 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize the CAO to carry over any unspent grant funds from the 2020 
year, where an extension request has been formally received from the organization that received the 
grant funds for the 2020 year. 
 
SUMMARY  
 
Each year the Town of Bentley receives applications to the Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical and 
Tourism Funding Support Program in accordance with the guidelines outlined in Policy 52/2015 
(Attachment #1). 
 
Mayor and Council are required to review and approve the applications based on budget availability 
and if organizations have submitted the required reporting from any previous year funding as well as 
meeting other requirements outlined in the Policy. 
 
Administration has prepared this report, including all applications received for the 2021 year and is 
seeking a decision from Mayor and Council regarding the provision of funding.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Policy 52/2015 includes the following policy statement:  
 

“Bentley Town Council is committed to strengthening the quality of life of its residents, 
fostering civic pride and building a healthy community. Town Council acknowledges the 
value of community organizations and volunteers whose time and effort contribute to the 
strength and pride felt by the Community. Annually, Bentley Town Council will include in 
the Town of Bentley’s Operating Budget a Recreational, Cultural, Historical, Tourism fund 
that non-profit community organizations may apply for, in support of their organizations 
goals and objectives. The amount of funds allocated to the Recreational, Cultural, 
Historical, and Tourism Fund will be determined by Bentley Town Council, based on its 
annual budgetary considerations.” 
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Pursuant to Policy 52/2015 all applications must be received by December 31 and Mayor and Council 
will review and consider applications by January 31.  
 
Also, any organization that has been provided financial support pursuant to the policy shall be 
accountable for the expenditure of funds provided and shall submit a financial report to the Town of 
Bentley on or before December 31 in the year the funding was approved. Any such applicant that 
received funds in 2020 has provided the required report, or has requested an extension of funds if 
they have been unspent in accordance with the attached summary. (Attachment #2) 
 
For 2021 the amount budgeted and approved by council for allocation is $15,000. This amount was 
reduced from prior years as there were some carry over grant amounts that could not be utilized in 
2020 due to the pandemic impacts. Grant amounts not utilized in 2020 but requested to be carried 
forward are as follows: 
 

• Rev Masters Car Club 2020 Fireworks during the Bentley 
Town & County Fair Days and Rodeo $  2,000 

 
• Bentley District Ag. Society Fun Zone activity expenses held 

During the Town & County Fair Days  $  2,500 
 

• Bentley Municipal Library Mini Libraries     $  1,200 
 

• Canada Day Grant  Grant for Canada Day Fireworks   $  2,500* 
Total Grants requesting carried forward as prepaid  $  8,200 

 
*Note: Canada Day Grant is approved outside of the Annual Rec, Cultural, Historical and Tourism annual grant program, however 
was not utilized in 2020 and is therefore also requesting an extension to 2021. 
 
The following applications (Attachment #3) have been received and meet all guidelines of the policy 
and are presented for Council’s consideration: 
 
Medicine Lodge Ski Club  Uniforms (jackets) for the hill staff 
     & Volunteers     $  4,000 
Bentley Museum Society  Tourism Information Centre 
     Staffing Costs     $  2,530 
Bentley Municipal Library  Bentley Library Mural Project   $  6,000 
Bentley Farmers Market  Operating Costs related to COVID-19 
     Enhanced security, fencing, cleaning  $  5,000 
  Total Grant Funds Requested meeting policy guidelines $17,530 
 
Additional Grant Request not meeting policy guidelines: 
 
Bentley Minor Hockey   Funding request for cost associated  
     To electronic system for rink cameras 
     Monitors – paid for in 2020   $ 4,450** 
 
**In accordance with the policy the request from Bentley Minor Hockey does not meet policy guidelines as it is a request to fund a 
prior year’s expense. The policy also states that Non-profit organizations may only apply for support of one program, event or 
activity per year. However the request is included here for Council’s additional consideration. 
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BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

2021 approved budget      $15,000 
• Total Grant Requests meeting policy guidelines    $17,530 

2021 Funds Surplus (Deficit)     ($ 2,530) 
• Additional Grant Request not meeting guidelines   $  4,450 

2021 Funds Surplus (Deficit)     ($ 6,980)  
 
 2020 approved budget carry over requested   $  8,200 

• Total Carry Over Grant Requests received    $  8,200 
2020 Funds Surplus (Deficit)     $         0 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1) Policy 52/2015 - Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical and Tourism Funding Support 

Program 
2)  2020 Grant Funding Summary 
3) 2021 Grant Funding Request Summary 
 
        _________________________________ 
        Marc Fortais, CAO    













Town of Bentley
Annual Recreation, Cultural, Historical, Tourism Funding
2020 Grant Funding  - Summary

Organization Name Grant Description
 Grant 

Amount Chq #
Grant Funds Utilized 

in 2020 Reporting Received
Extension 

Letter
Need to set as 

prepaid
Medicine Lodge Ski Club Kitchen Upgrades 2,000.00$      20200025 Y Y
Bentley Museum Society Tourism Information Centre Costs 2,530.00$      20200015 Y Y

Bentley Minor Hockey
Purchase & Installation of Rubber Matting 
from Canucks Room to Ice Surface 2,700.00$      20200013 Y Y

Rev Masters Car Club
2020 Fireworks during the Bentley Town & 
County Fair Days and Rodeo 2,000.00$      

20200032 issued 
then cancelled new 

chq issued 
20200864 N Grant Carried to 2021 Received Y

Bentley District Ag Society
Fun Zone activity expenses During the Town 
& County Fair Days and Rodeo 2,500.00$      20200011 N Grant Carried to 2021 Received Y

Bentley Municipal Library Mini Libraries 1,200.00$      20200014 N Grant Carried to 2021 Received Y

Bentely Farmers Market
Operating Costs related to COVID-19 
enhanced security and fencing 5,000.00$      20200604 Y Y

Canada Day Grant Grant for Canada Day Fireworks 2,500.00$      JE 13607 N
Paid Deposit for 

Fireworks Received Y
Total Grant Funding issued 20,430.00$    
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Agenda Date:  January 26, 2021 
      
Agenda Item:  New Business: 

Bylaw Approvals Tax & Utility Penalty Deferrals to support businesses 
and residents during the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENT/AUTHORITY 
 
WHEREAS Section 344 of the Municipal Government Act, being Chapter M-26 of the Revised 
Statutes of Alberta 2000, and amendments thereto, provides that a council may by bylaw impose 
penalties in the year in which a tax is imposed if the tax remains unpaid after the date shown on the 
tax notice; and 
 
WHEREAS Bylaw No 36/98 of the Town of Bentley specifies and defines how, when and at what rate 
penalties will be applied to unpaid taxes; and 
 
WHEREAS Bylaw No 207/2018 of the Town of Bentley specifies and defines how, when and at what 
rate penalties will be applied to unpaid utility bills. 
 
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND 
 
On April 14, 2020 at the public Council Meeting a discussion took place regarding the deferral of 
penalty charges related to late payment of taxes and utilities. Mayor and Council voted unanimously 
to approve the deferrals for both taxes and utilities until December 31, 2020. Subsequently on April 
28, 2021 Mayor and Council gave three readings to Bylaw No. 217/2020 being a bylaw to defer all 
penalty charges related to the late payment of taxes until December 31, 2020; and 218/2020 being a 
bylaw to defer all penalty charges related to the late payment of utilities and transfer of utilities to tax 
fee until December 31, 2020. 
 
The majority of taxes and utilities were paid prior to the December 1, 2020 date and a penalty charge 
was therefore applied on remaining current balances as of December 31, 2020 for outstanding current 
taxes and utilities.  
 
However, due to the continued impacts of COVID-19 and to allow additional time for residents to pay 
their municipal utilities and taxes, administration is recommending that Mayor and Council again 
consider penalty charge deferments for the 2021 year until December 31, 2021. 
 
Taxes 
Under the Municipal Government Act Section 344 provides a municipal council the authority to 
establish penalties for unpaid taxes. Typically these penalties are charged to ensure that the 
municipality can encourage payment of taxes needed to fund operations. However, the recent 
declaration of a global pandemic related to COVID-19, there is unprecedented strain on residents and 
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businesses in relation to the requirements for social isolation. Never before have local business and 
residents been so drastically impacted by the required response to stop the spread of COVID-19. 
 
The Town of Bentley has an established bylaw, Bylaw No. 36/98 (Attachment 1) that provides for two 
penalties a year on taxes. The first of 14% being applied if taxes remain unpaid ninety (90) days from 
the date of mailing of tax notices. The second penalty of 8%, being applied to tax arrears remaining 
unpaid after January 15. It should be noted that tax arrears are defined as, “taxes that remain unpaid 
after January 15 of the year following the year in which the tax was imposed and in each succeeding 
year thereafter so long as the tax arrears remain unpaid.” 
 
Utilities 
The Town of Bentley has an established bylaw, Bylaw No. 207/2018 (Attachment 2) that provides for 
a penalty of 10% to be charged on current utility charges if those charges remain unpaid for 35 days 
from the date of mailing the utility bills. It should also be noted, that utility billings take place every 2nd 
month. 
 
Due to the unique and unprecedented hardship being placed on local residents and businesses in 
relation to the impacts of COVID-19 and the requirement of social isolation, administration is 
recommending that Tax and Utility Penalties be deferred until December 31, 2021. 
 
 
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 

• The impacts of COVID-19 to residents and businesses is unprecedented and continues into 
2021. There is new hope that the vaccination process has started, however it will take time to 
reach all residents.  

o The added strain of penalty charges for those that have been impacted via lay-offs, 
business closures etc.is unjustified at this time and the Town needs to contribute to 
alleviating this strain by giving those impacted the time to recover 
 

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
2021 Budget  
Penalties on Taxes    $37,000 
Penalties on Utilities    $16,500 
  Total Budgeted Penalty Revenue  $53,500 
 
  Total Penalty Revenue with Deferral $33,500 
  Anticipated Decrease in Revenue  $20,000 
 

 

Town of Bentley
Summary of Penalty Revenue 2019 & 2020

Penalty Type 2018 2019 2020
Utilities 12,296.13$   16,542.68$ 3,158.12$     
Taxes 34,676.96$   38,841.98$ 30,194.64$   
     Total 46,973.09$   55,384.66$ 33,352.76$   

Difference In Revenue Utilities Taxes Total
2018 - 2020 9,138.01$     4,482.32$   13,620.33$   
2019 - 2020 13,384.56$   8,647.34$   22,031.90$   
Average Diff 11,261.29$ 6,564.83$ 17,826.12$ 
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Average difference in lost revenue is $17,826.12. Therefore the lost revenue will be somewhere 
between $13,620.33 and $22,031.90, depending on the dollar value of unpaid accounts at December 
31, 2020. Based on the 2021 budget estimates projection change will be a decrease of $20,000 in 
revenue from the deferment. Cost savings will be found across entire budget to offset this decrease. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
THAT Mayor and Council give three readings to Bylaw No. 224/2021 (Attachment 4) being a bylaw to 
defer all penalty charges related to the late payment of taxes until December 31, 2021; and 
 
THAT Mayor and Council give three readings to Bylaw No. 225/2021 (Attachment 5) being a bylaw to 
defer all penalty charges related to the late payment of utilities and transfer of utilities to tax fee until 
December 31, 2021. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Bylaw 36/98 
2. Bylaw 207/2018 
3. Bylaw 224/2021 2021 Tax Penalty Deferral Bylaw 
4. Bylaw 225/2021 2021 Utility Penalty Deferral Bylaw 

 
 
        _________________________________ 
        Marc Fortais, CAO    

















Bylaw #224/2021 
OF THE TOWN OF BENTLEY 

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 
 

Being a By-law of the Town of Bentley, in the Province of Alberta, to provide relief from penalties for 
unpaid 2021 Property Taxes.  
 
WHEREAS Bylaw 36/98 of the Town of Bentley provides for penalties on unpaid property 

taxes, pursuant to the authority vested in the Town under section 344 of the 
Municipal Government Act. 

 
AND WHEREAS the impacts of COVID-19 to residents and businesses continues to be 

unprecedented and has added significant financial strain for many of those 
whose lives and income streams have been disrupted by the requirements of 
the Minister of Health to self-isolate to prevent the spread of COVID-19; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Council considers it just and equitable in the circumstances to over-ride the 

tax penalty provisions of Bylaw 36/98 for property taxes levied in 2021 so that 
all property tax payers of the Town will be relieved of the need to make 
payment of those taxes in order to avoid late payment penalties until December 
31, 2021; 

 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Bentley, duly assembled, enacts as follows 
 

1) No penalties shall be applied under Section 2 of Bylaw 36/98 in respect of taxes levied under the 
the 2021 Tax Rate Bylaw, regardless of when the 2021 Tax Rate Bylaw is passed and regardless 
of when the 2021 tax notices are issued or sent, until December 31, 2021. 

 
2) In the event of any current year’s taxes remaining unpaid for the 2021 calendar year as of 

December 31, 2021, there shall be levied a penalty of fourteen (14) percent against said current 
year’s unpaid taxes. 
 

3) This bylaw comes into force when it is passed. 
 

READ a first time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
READ a second time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
READ a third and final time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
SIGNED and PASSED this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Mayor 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Chief Administrative Officer 

 



Bylaw #225/2021 
OF THE TOWN OF BENTLEY 

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 
 

Being a By-law of the Town of Bentley, in the Province of Alberta, to provide relief from penalties for 
unpaid utility bills. 
 
WHEREAS Bylaw 207/2018 of the Town of Bentley provides for penalties on unpaid utility 

bills, pursuant to the authority vested in the Town under Municipal Government 
Act, being Chapter M-26 of the Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, and 
amendments thereto; 

 
AND WHEREAS the impacts of COVID-19 to residents and businesses continues to be 

unprecedented and has added significant financial strain for many of those 
whose lives and income streams have been disrupted by the requirements of 
the Minister of Health to self-isolate to prevent the spread of COVID-19; 

 
AND WHEREAS the Council considers it just and equitable in the circumstances to over-ride the 

utility penalty provisions of Bylaw 207/2018 for utility fees levied in 2021 so that 
all utility ratepayers  of the Town will be relieved of the need to make payment 
of those utility bills in order to avoid late payment penalties until December 31, 
2021; 

 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Town of Bentley, duly assembled, enacts as follows 
 

1) No penalties shall be applied under Section 9 of Bylaw 207/2018 in respect of utility fees levied 
in the 2021 year, regardless of when the utility bills are issued or sent, until December 31, 2021. 

 
2) The Town shall continue to have the right to enforce payment of said rates by transfer of the 

utility service outstanding amount to the owners tax account, in accordance with Section 7 of 
Bylaw 207/2018. However, no additional fees or penalties as set out in Section 8 of Bylaw 
207/2018 shall be applied to those outstanding amounts transferred to the owners tax account. 
 

3) In the event of any current utility bills remaining unpaid as of December 31, 2021, there shall be 
levied a penalty of (10) percent against said unpaid balances. 
 

4) This bylaw comes into force when it is passed. 
 
READ a first time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
READ a second time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
READ a third and final time this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
SIGNED and PASSED this _______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Mayor 
         

______________________________ 
        Chief Administrative Officer 



 

 
    HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 14, 2021 
  

 
COVID-19 Q&A 
Council was provided with an update on the latest COVID-19 statistics and the ongoing mandatory 
restrictions introduced by the Province. 
 
PLANNING SERVICES UPDATE 
Council received for information the Planning Services Update for 2020. 
 
TOWN OF BENTLEY/LACOMBE COUNTY IDP/ICF COMMITTEE – TERMS OF REFERENCE 
The terms of reference for the Town of Bentley/Lacombe County IDP/ICF Committee received Council 
approval.  
 
TOWN OF BENTLEY/LACOMBE COUNTY ACPGP JOINT DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE  
By resolution of Council, Lacombe County will participate in the Town of Bentley/Lacombe County Joint 
Development Initiative Project to be completed through the Alberta Community Partnership Grant Program at 
no cost to Lacombe County. In addition, the Town of Bentley was designated as the managing partner for 
this project. 
 
BRIDGE FILE 1477 
By resolution of Council the County Manager was authorized to proceed with the design, tender and 
construction of Bridge File 1477 at an estimated cost of $ 330,000; and further, this project will be funded 
from the Bridge Reserve.    
 
CLOSURE AND CONSOLIDATION OF ROAD PLAN 1743AU 
At the November 26, 2020 meeting, by resolution, Council instructed the County Manager to proceed with 
the process to close Road Plan 1743AU and that this proposal be circulated to interested parties for 
comment. Council was informed that there were no objections received from government agencies, utility 
companies or adjacent landowners. 
 
The following resolution received the approval of Council and will be forwarded to the Minister of Alberta 
Transportation for approval: 
 
IN THE MATTER of the closure to public travel and canceling a public highway in accordance with Section 24 
of the Municipal Government Act, Chapter M-26, Revised Statutes of Alberta 2000, as amended; 

 
 WHEREAS the land hereafter described is no longer required for public travel; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of Lacombe County does hereby close 
the following described road, subject to the rights of access granted by other legislation or regulations: 
 

1) Plan 1743AU lying within the SE 2-40-22 W4M (0.69 acres +/-) 
 
 Excepting Thereout All Mines and Minerals 
 

for the purpose of the consolidation with SE 2-40-22 W4M. 
           
MUNICIPAL OPERATING SUPPORT TRANSFER (MOST) PROGRAM 
The MOST Program is a grant provided by the Government of Alberta and the Government of Canada to 
support municipalities experiencing significant operating impacts due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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As per Council approval funding received by Lacombe County through the MOST Program will be allocated 
as follows: 
 
1. Lacombe County’s COVID-19 related operating costs incurred between April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021; 
 
2. a one-time additional payment will be provided in 2021 to facilities in Lacombe County operated by not-

for-profit organizations that receive annual operating support pursuant to Lacombe County policies, 
including the Blindman Valley Ag. Centre in Bentley, to a maximum of the County’s payment provided to 
each facility in 2020.; and   
 

3. the balance to 2020 unpaid property taxes. 
 
RC(1) APPLICATION – TOWN OF BENTLEY  
Council approved a resolution that Lacombe County provide funding of 50% of the cost of the Bentley Arena 
Accessibility Project to a maximum of $25,000. This contribution will be funded through the County’s 
Recreation Capital Assistance Reserve. 
 
TAX SALE/PUBLIC AUCTION 
On November 30, 2020, the County’s annual tax sale via public auction was held in accordance with Section 
418 of the Municipal Government Act and involved one property with outstanding property taxes. 
 
As per Council resolution, Lacombe County will acquire title to the S1/2 of Lots 12 & 13, Block 57, Plan 
7159AI (Mirror); and further, that the property be offered for sale. 
 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – RCMP ENHANCED POLICING POSITION 
The Memorandum of Understanding with the RCMP to govern the supervision and administration of the 
Enhanced Policing Position for Lacombe County to provide for a Plain Clothes Investigator within the 
General Investigation Section Unit of the Blackfalds Detachment was tabled by Council. 
 
XPLORNET COMMUNICATIONS – LETTER OF SUPPORT  
Lacombe County will provide Xplornet Communication Inc. with a letter in support of its application to the 
Universal Broadband fund. The application seeks funding to ensure that connectivity improves to a minimum 
of the Universal Service Objective (50 down and 10 up) throughout rural Alberta. 
 
PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD COMMITTEE FUNDING MODEL  
A review of the proposed changes to the Agricultural Service Board Provincial Committee funding model was 
received for information.  
 
PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS  
The resolutions to be presented for consideration at the annual Agricultural Service Board Conference being 
held virtually on January 21, 2021 were reviewed and received for information by Council. 
 
RMA BOARD GOVERNANCE REVIEW SURVEY 
The RMA Board Governance Review Survey is designed to gather feedback from RMA member 
municipalities on governance topics that the RMA Board Governance Review Committee will be considering. 
Council completed the survey for submission to the RMA. 

 
Next Regular Council Meeting is 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Next Committee of the Whole Meeting is 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. 

                   
Lacombe County Administration Building 

 
**For more details from Lacombe County Council meetings, please refer to the meeting minutes. All 

meeting minutes are posted on the website (www.lacombecounty.com) after approval.  

http://www.lacombecounty.com/
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