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AGENDA 

Bentley Town Council Regular Meeting 
Tuesday September 27, 2022 

6:45 pm 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Indigenous Acknowledgement 
 
“We acknowledge that we are meeting on Treaty 6 Territory and Home of Metis 
Nation Region 3, on land that is part of a historic agreement involving mutuality 
and respect. We recognize all the many First Nations, Metis, Inuit, and non-First 
Nations whose footsteps have marked these lands.” 

 
3. Amendments & Acceptance of Agenda 

 
4. Adoption of Previous Minutes:  

 
a) Regular Meeting of Council September 13, 2022 

 
5. Financial: 

 
a) Prepaid Cheque Listing – Cheques No. 20220667 to 20220706 
b) Council Remuneration Listing 

 
6. New Business 

 
a) Fortis Franchise Agreement 

- Fortis Franchise Fee – Rate Setting (report by administration) 
- Delegation Fortis Alberta – Kayla Law – Stakeholder Relations 

Manager, Key Accounts (Presentation) 
 

7. Unfinished Business 
 

a) Oxford Building Condition Assessment 
 

8. Correspondence 
 

a) Council Highlights Lacombe County September 8 
 

9. Other Business 
 

a) In-Camera personal matter in accordance with the Freedom of Information 
and the Protection of Privacy Act, Division 2, Exceptions to Disclosure, 
Disclosure harmful to personal privacy. 17(1) The head of a public body 
must refuse to disclose personal information to an applicant if the 
disclosure would be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s personal 
privacy.” 
 

10. Adjournment       
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Bentley 

September 13, 2022 

 
Date and Place  Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Town of Bentley 

held Tuesday, September 13, 2022, at 6:45 p.m., in the Bentley Municipal 
Office 
 

In Attendance Mayor Greg Rathjen 
   Deputy Mayor Eastman 
   Councillor Hansen 
   Councillor Dale Grimsdale 
   Councillor Brenda Valiquette 
   CAO, Marc Fortais 
 
Call to Order  Mayor Greg Rathjen called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. 

Indigenous  
Acknowledgement “We acknowledge that we are meeting on Treaty 6 Territory and 

Home of Metis Nation Region 3, on land that is part of a historic agreement 
involving mutuality and respect. We recognize all the many First Nations, 
Metis, Inuit, and non-First Nations whose footsteps have marked these 
lands” 
      Read by Mayor Rathjen 
 

Agenda  

Motion 164/2022 Moved by Councillor Hansen, “THAT the agenda of 
the September 13, 2022, regular meeting of council, be amended to include 
an in-camera item at the end of the council meeting, regarding Lacombe 
Regional Waste Services Commission and a financial matter. This item is to 
be discussed in-camera in accordance with The Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act, Division 2, Exceptions to Disclosure, “Disclosure 
harmful to the business interests of a third party.” Specifically, councillor 
Hansen attended a meeting as a representative on the LRWSC Board and 
was given financial information that has not yet been made public and was 
shared in confidence with the Board. 

Carried 
 

Motion 165/2022 Moved by Mayor Rathjen, “THAT the agenda of the 
September 13, 2022, regular meeting of council be amended to include an 
in-camera item at the end of the council meeting regarding a personal 
matter. This item is to be discussed in-camera in accordance with The 
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Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Division 2, Exceptions 
to Disclosure, Disclosure harmful to personal privacy. 17(1) The head of a 
public body must refuse to disclose personal information to an applicant if 
the disclosure would be an unreasonable invasion of a third party’s personal 
privacy.” 

 
Motion 166/2022 Moved by Councillor Valiquette, “THAT the amended 
agenda of the September 13, 2022, regular meeting of council be accepted.” 
 
        Carried 
 

Previous Minutes   
 
Motion 167/2022 Moved by Councillor Grimsdale, “THAT the minutes of 
the August 23, 2022, Regular Meeting of Council be accepted.” 
 
        Carried 

 
Financial a) Prepaid Cheque Listing Cheques No. 20220616 to 20220666 
   
 Motion 168/2022 Moved by Councillor Valiquette, “THAT Cheque No. 

20220616 to 20220666 be received for information.” 
         Carried 
Unfinished Business 
 

a) ECO Tree Generations & Bentley Farmers Market – request for 
support community project and lease of land 
 

• Council heard a presentation from ECO Tree Generations at the 
last council meeting that occurred on August 23, 2022. This is a 
continuation of the discussion from the last council meeting. 
 

• Mayor Rathjen asked members of Council if they had any further 
questions of the presenters from the last Council Meeting and 
there were questions. Mayor Rathjen called upon the presenter 
Shawn Moore from Eco Tree to answer additional questions and 
he was present. 

 
• Several questions were asked by Mayor and Council and were 

answered by the presenter. 
 

Motion 169/2022 Moved by Deputy Mayor Eastman, “THAT Mayor and 
Council support the concept presented by ECO Tree Generations and the 
Bentley Farmers Market; AND 

THAT Mayor and Council authorize the CAO to negotiate a long-term lease 
and operational agreement for the space necessary to support the concept 
and idea presented by ECO Tree Generations and the Bentley Farmers 
Market; AND 
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THAT Administration work collaboratively with ECO Tree Generations and 
the Bentley Farmers Market to explore and apply for funding opportunities to 
support the implementation of the project.  

• Council debated the motion, and thoughts regarding supporting 
the proposal were divided.  

Councillor Hansen proposed a friendly amendment to be added to the 
motion as follows: 

THAT the following additional paragraph be added to the motion, “THAT a 
public meeting be held once a successful negotiation has been completed to 
share the details of any business arrangement and seek public feedback 
regarding the design of the community space.” 

        Carried  

The main motion was again presented as amended 

Motion 169/2022 Moved by Deputy Mayor Eastman, “THAT Mayor and 
Council support the concept presented by ECO Tree Generations and the 
Bentley Farmers Market; AND 

THAT Mayor and Council authorize the CAO to negotiate a long-term lease 
and operational agreement for the space necessary to support the concept 
and idea presented by ECO Tree Generations and the Bentley Farmers 
Market; AND 

THAT administration work collaboratively with ECO Tree Generations and 
the Bentley Farmers Market to explore and apply for funding opportunities to 
support the implementation of the project’; AND 

THAT a public meeting be held once a successful negotiation has been 
completed to share the details of any business arrangement and seek public 
feedback regarding the design of the community space.”  

• Mayor and Council continued to debate the motion until such a time, 
that Mayor Rathjen called for the vote and requested that it be 
recorded. There were no objections to the vote being recorded by 
members of Council.  

Recorded Vote (3 For and 2 Opposed as follows) 

Mayor Rathjen   For 

Deputy Mayor Eastman  For 

Councillor Valiquette  For 

Councillor Hansen   Opposed 

Councillor Grimsdale  Opposed 

        Carried 
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New Business 
a) MAP Audit Response to address identified items 
 
Motion 170/2022 Moved by Deputy Mayor Eastman, “THAT Mayor and 
Council accept the response and action plan to rectify the findings of the 2022 
Municipality Accountability Program Report (Town of Bentley) as information; 
AND 
 
THAT Mayor and Council declare that the Bentley Municipal office for the 
Town of Bentley is located at 4918 50th Ave in Bentley Alberta; AND 
 
THAT from this point forward, the Public Works Committee will only meet 
during a public meeting open to the public either during a regular meeting of 
mayor and council, to be shown on the agenda. Or that a meeting date be set 
and advertised in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal 
Government Act to hold such a meeting of the Public Works Committee. 
 
        Carried 
 
Motion 171/2022 Moved by Councillor Hansen, THAT a Public Works 
report be provided to Mayor and Council quarterly. 
 
        Carried 
 

Correspondence 

a) Council Highlights Lacombe County August 25, 2022 
b) Lacombe Regional Waste Services Commission August 24, 2022, 

Meeting 

Motion 172/2022 Moved by Councillor Grimsdale, “THAT the 
correspondence items a) to b) be accepted as information.” 
 
        Carried 

 
Other Business None 
 
 
Council Reports 

a) Mayor Rathjen 
b) Deputy Mayor Eastman 
c) Councillor Hansen 
d) Councillor Grimsdale 
e) Councillor Valiquette 

 
Motion 173/2022 Moved by Councillor Grimsdale, “THAT the August 
Council Reports be accepted as information.”  
  
        Carried 
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Motion 174/2022 Moved by Councillor Hansen that a 5-minute break be 
taken at 7:56pm prior to moving in-camera to discuss the items added to the 
agenda. 
        Carried  

 
Call to Order  Mayor Rathjen called the meeting back in order at 8:02pm 
 
In-Camera Motion 175/2022 Moved by Councillor Grimsdale that the Regular 

Meeting of Mayor and Council be closed to the public at 8:02pm for a 
discussion of two items as follows: 

 
a) Lacombe Regional Waste Services Commission and a financial matter. 

This item is to be discussed in-camera in accordance with The Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Division 2, Exceptions to 
Disclosure, “Disclosure harmful to the business interests of a third party.” 
Specifically, councillor Hansen attended a meeting as a representative 
on the LRWSC Board and was given financial information that has not 
yet been made public and was shared in confidence with the Board. 
 

b) Personal matter. This item is to be discussed in-camera in accordance 
with The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, Division 
2, Exceptions to Disclosure, Disclosure harmful to personal privacy. 
17(1) The head of a public body must refuse to disclose personal 
information to an applicant if the disclosure would be an unreasonable 
invasion of a third party’s personal privacy.” 
 

Motion 176/2022 Moved by Deputy Mayor Eastman, “THAT the regular 
meeting of Mayor and Council be resumed in public at 8:34pm. 
 
 

Adjournment  Mayor Rathjen, adjourned the meeting at 8:35pm 
 

_________________________    _________________________ 

Mayor Greg Rathjen      CAO Marc Fortais 









September 27, 2022, Council Agenda             New Business Fortis Franchise Fee 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
Agenda Date:  September 27, 2022 
      
Agenda Item:  New Business: 

Fortis Electric Distribution and Transmission Franchise Fee 2023 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize the CAO to renew the Franchise Agreement with Fortis Alberta for 
an additional 5-year term from October 1, 2023, to September 30, 2028. 
 
THAT Mayor and Council set the electrical distribution system franchise fee percentage for the 2022 
November deadline related to the Franchise Fee Collected in the 2023 year at 10%. 
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND 
 
The Town of Bentley has a distribution and transmission system franchise fee agreement with Fortis 
Alberta. Pursuant to that agreement and the Municipal Government Act, Section 45 (Non municipal 
public utilities), the Town has the authority to collect this franchise fee. The fee is based on the 
distribution and transmission revenue and does not include power consumption.  
 
The agreement provides essential electric distribution services, provides the authority for Fortis 
Alberta to operate and maintain the electrical distribution services and allows for the use of municipal 
right of ways for the provision of the services to the Town of Bentley and the community.  
 
The current franchise agreement was effective beginning October 1, 2013, for a 10-year initial term 
and provided two additional 5-year options to renew. As such the agreement is set to expire on 
September 30, 2023, unless we exercise our option to renew it from October 1, 2023, to September 
30, 2028. The agreement also provides for a portion of the revenue collected through Distribution and 
Transmission Fees to be paid back to the municipality each year. This rate has been set at 10% and 
has remained unchanged for many years. The funds collected through the franchise fee and paid 
back to the Town of Bentley are utilized to fund Capital Projects that are much needed in the 
community.  
 
What are the benefits of a Franchise Fee Agreement: 
 

• Long term partnership for the provision of stabilized energy services 
• Provides another source of revenue to fund community capital projects 
• There is an established service level commitment to maintain streetlights 
• Cost of relocations and other grid modifications locally are offset by dollars collected through a 

rider 
• Joint use of facilities 
• Reduction of liability to the municipality  
• Schedule B established for costs related to additional services 

 
It should also be noted, that annually, the Town of Bentley is required to notify FortisAlberta “prior to 
November 1,” of each year of the franchise fee percentage to be charged in the following year. 
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Currently the franchise fee being charged for the 2022 year is 10%, was approved at the September 
14, 2021, meeting of Mayor and Council. I have attached for your reference, a comparative listing of 
the other franchise fees collected by other municipalities in Alberta (Attachment 1).  
 
Administration is recommending that the franchise fee remain at 10% due to the significant impacts of 
COVID-19 on businesses and residents within the Town of Bentley in the prior several years. It should 
be noted that if Council decided to change the franchise fee rate for 2022 for the 2023 year, the 
process involves advertising the rate change in the newspaper with the widest circulation and we 
would also be required to obtain approval from the Alberta Utilities Commission. 
 
Kayla Law (Stakeholder Relations Manager, Key Accounts) from Fortis Alberta is also here today to 
provide an overview of Fortis’s operations in Bentley, the benefits of a franchise agreements, stability 
of the distribution system and ongoing maintenance standards (Attachment #4). 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
For the 2023 year an estimated delivery tariff revenue is $868,987 based on 2021 revenue, (actual 
may be higher but we have not received the forecast) therefore based on a franchise fee charged 
at 10% the franchise fee revenue payable to the Town would be $86,899. 
 
Historical Information regarding Franchise Fees Collected from Fortis and utilized for capital projects 
in the community are as follows: 
 

2014    $57,174 
2015    $60,470 
2016    $60,784 
2017    $63,505 
2018    $59,748 
2019    $68,153 
2020    $70,131 
2021    $73,339 

 
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 

 
• These fees are collected each year and the funds are applied towards the current year’s 

capital projects, or if not utilized would be placed into a reserve account for future years 
projects. This is an effective method for the Town to raise funds to help pay for investment in 
infrastructure projects.  
 

• The Town has a signed agreement with Fortis for a franchise to provide electricity services to 
the customers of the Town of Bentley in accordance with Bylaw 168/2013. (Attachment 2) 
 

• Fortis Alberta has exclusive rights to provide electrical distribution services within the legal 
boundaries of the municipality as per authorization provided through bylaw 212/2019 
(Attachment 3) 
 

• Freezing the rate at the current percentage does not add additional burden to the local 
resident and business owner in a time that they continue to recover from the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic downturn. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Franchise fees collected by other municipalities in Alberta 
2. Bylaw 168/2013 
3. Bylaw 212/2019 Bylaw to prohibit other persons from providing electrical distribution service 

within the legal boundaries of the municipality 
4. Fortis Franchise Fee Presentation 

 
        _________________________________ 
        Marc Fortais, CAO    





















Town of Bentley
2022 Franchise Presentation
Kayla Law
Stakeholder Relations Manager



Acknowledgement of Traditional Land

FortisAlberta acknowledges that its operations and 
facilities occur on the traditional territories, meeting 
grounds and travelling routes of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Treaty 6, 7 and 8, and Métis people in 
Alberta.

We make this acknowledgement as an act 
of reconciliation and gratitude to those whose 
territory we reside on or are visiting.

FortisAlberta's Indigenous Commitment Statement

https://www.fortisalberta.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/indigenous-commitmentstatement.pdf?sfvrsn=45449e1b_6


Agenda

» Who we are & Where we fit in

» Franchise Agreement Overview

» Safety – Overhead and Underground Contacts

» Reliability & Outages

» Historical Information (Site Count, Consumption, Franchise Fees and Linear Tax)

» Streetlights

» System & Maintenance Planning

» Link References



Who we are
» More than 1,100 employees who work and live in 240 communities we serve

» Serving nearly two million Albertans (570,000 sites of which 43 per cent are rural)                    
including 22 Indigenous communities

» Regulated distribution-only utility 

» Deliver 45 per cent of electricity consumed in Alberta

» Alberta Top 75 employer (2021 and 2022)

» Electricity Canada Sustainability Designation 

» Significant annual capital and community investment in Alberta

» 163 Franchise Agreements 



Alberta’s Electricity System



An agreement between Town of Bentley and FortisAlberta 
granting exclusive rights to:

• Provide essential electric distribution service

• Operate and maintain the electric distribution system

• Use of municipal rights-of-way 

WHAT IS A FRANCHISE AGREEMENT?



• Prior to 2001, municipalities and utilities would negotiate “one-
off” agreements. This was time consuming for all parties.

• In 2012, Alberta Municipalities, ATCO and FortisAlberta 
received AUC approval to use a standardized franchise 
agreement template.

• In 2015, the AUC introduced a streamlined approval process 
for franchise agreements.

– 163 franchise agreements in Urban and summer villages 

HISTORY



The Town of Bentley and FortisAlberta entered into the 
current Franchise Agreement.

• The current franchise agreement, was effective on Oct. 1, 
2013, for a10-year initial term

• Expiration of initial term Sept. 30, 2023

• Renewal would be effective until Sept. 30, 2028

• Municipality approval and response by June 30, 2023

CURRENT FRANCHISE AGREEMENT



BENEFITS OF A FRANCHISE AGREEMENT

• Long term partnership

• Provides another source of revenue

• Service level commitment to maintain streetlights

• Cost of relocations may be collected through a rider

• Joint use of facilities

• Reduces liability for municipality 

• Schedule B – for additional services 



• Allows Municipalities to receive an additional revenue source 
from all electrical users within your community

• Applied to Distribution and Transmission only

• The percentage is determined annually by Council and can be 
set between 0% to a cap of 20%

• Percentage changes require AUC approval 

• FortisAlberta flows 100% back to the municipality

• 135/163 Municipalities collect Franchise Fees within our 
service area

FRANCHISE FEE
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Overhead Contacts



Underground Contacts



Overhead & 
Underground Voltage 

Contacts



Reliability Results

SAIDI (System Average Interruption Duration Index)
= 

Total Customer-Hours of Interruption
Total Customers Served

SAIFI (System Average Interruption Frequency Index) 
= 

Total Customer Interruptions
Total Customers Served

2019 2020 2021
SAIDI SAIFI SAIDI SAIFI SAIDI SAIFI

FortisAlberta Average 1.88 1.23 1.82 1.20 2.42 1.42
Canadian Average 5.01 2.38 5.49 2.44 4.50 2.28

The Canadian and FortisAlberta Inc. Averages include significant events (i.e., hurricanes, floods, ice storms etc.) 

YEAR SAIDI SAIFI
2021 1.97 2.26

2020 3.94 4.39

2019 1.49 3.09

These major event outages have occurred
within your Municipality over the last 3 years.



Street Light Penalties
Municipal Franchise Agreement - Schedule C – Section 1b:

“Lights- out”
The Company will replace or repair a failed light identified in its patrol or reported by customers, within two (2) weeks.
• If the reported light is not replaced or repaired within two (2) weeks, the company will provide a two (2) month credit to the 

Municipality based on the rate in Distribution Tariff for the failed lights.
• Such two (2) month credit shall continue to apply for each subsequent two (2) week period during which the same failed light(s) 

have not been replaced. 

The Company agrees to use good faith commercially reasonable efforts to replace or repair:
• Failed streetlights at critical locations; or
• Failed street lighting circuits at any location, as the case may be, as soon as possible. The location of the critical 

streetlights will be agreed to by both Parties.

Street Light Outages

Total Number of Reported Street Light Outages from January 1 – December 31, 2021

Total # of Street Light Repairs 
Reported

Total # of Street Light Repairs
Met SLA

Total # of Street Light Repairs Missed 
SLA

13 5 8



Outage Detail



Street Light Inventory

This inventory is as of December 31, 2021



Site Count



Site Count 2019-2021



Historical Consumption kWh



Historical Consumption kWh 2019-2021



Franchise Fees



Franchise Fees 2019-2021



Linear Tax



Linear Tax 2019-2021



Linear Tax by Rate Class – the A-1 Municipal Assessment Rider is the collection of taxes assessed to
FortisAlberta by each municipality for its distribution facilities (poles, wires, and transformers) within their
boundaries, which is administered in accordance with the Municipal Government Act. FortisAlberta’s distribution
facilities are classified as “regulated property” within the Alberta taxation model and fall into the “linear property”
category. The A-1 Municipal Assessment Rider is commonly referred to as “linear taxes”. The linear taxes are
determined by a taxation authority working on behalf of the municipality.

Linear Taxes (why was there a fluctuation in revenues)? See calculation information below:

Basically, it’s based on the info provided regarding tax and revenue amounts. Tax and revenue amounts had
varied from year to year and may involve under- or over-collection from the previous year.

Calculation

The A-1 Municipal Assessment Rider is calculated annually based on updated tax and revenue amounts.
Any under- or over-collection from the previous year would be included as an adjustment to the current
year’s calculation. This rider is calculated as a percentage of the distribution component of the tariff.

Linear Tax



Maintenance Activities

FortisAlberta spent over $108M in capital maintenance activities in 2021 and has forecasted to 
spend over $90M* for 2022. * this does not include line moves or urgent repairs.

Municipality Feeder Detailed Line Patrol Pole & Ground 
Replacement

Vegetation 
Management

Town of Bentley 297S-47LE 2023 2024 2023



System Planning

Municipality Feeder Planned Projects/Upgrades 
& details for 2022/2023 Back-up Guidelines Transmission 

Project
Neutral/Line Loss 

Project

Transformer Size 
(or Substation 

Limiting Element)

2031 Estimated 
Transformer 

Capacity remaining 
by substation 

(MVA)

2031  Estimated 
Capacity 

Remaining by 
Feeders (MVA)* 

Town of Bentley 297S-47LE

There are planned projects to 
increase the backup capability 

to the system by improving 
existing FortisAlberta facilities 

and constructing new 
powerlines within the area.

Based on the current 
backup guidelines for  the 

system under peak 
system conditions, 

full-service restoration is 
available from within the 

same substation.

N/A N/A 42.0 27.85 5.42

All Capacity values are based on a 10-year planning horizon and terminal ampacity. Distance, voltage, local thermal capacity, etc. must be determined through individual load application studies. Capacity 
available is the lower of the transformer feeder capacity values. Capacity values include small aggregate load growth as well as secured forecasted growth.

*Feeder Capacity is based on a 10-year planning horizon and 13 MVA feeder loading – temporary loading >13 MVA may be available.

Required Capacity Increases are planned and constructed when required
All Municipalities will be notified of any construction within their boundaries.

For current up to date capacity planning information please contact your Stakeholder Relations Manager.



Link References

FortisAlberta Website Check Project Status

Community Investment Grants

Hosting Capacity Indigenous Engagement

Meters Outage Map

Rates & Billing Street Light Repair Map

Street Light Updates 

http://fortisalberta.com/for-business-industry/municipalities
https://service.fortisalberta.com/projects/find
http://fortisalberta.com/about-us/in-your-community/community-investment
http://fortisalberta.com/about-us/in-your-community/grants
https://www.fortisalberta.com/customer-service/get-connected/generation/hosting-capacity
http://fortisalberta.com/about-us/in-your-community/aboriginal-engagement
http://www.fortisalberta.com/customer-service/meters
https://service.fortisalberta.com/
http://www.fortisalberta.com/customer-service/rates-and-billing
https://service.fortisalberta.com/streetlights
http://www.fortisalberta.com/for-business-industry/municipalities/street-lights-repairs


Thank you.
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Agenda Date:  September 27, 2022  
      
Agenda Item:  Unfinished Business 

Oxford Building Condition Assessment 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize administration to demolish the Oxford building and undertake any 
required hazardous material abatement, due to the current deteriorated state of the building and the 
excessive cost to rectify that current state to a safe public standard; AND 
 
THAT the Oxford Building continue to be closed to the public due to safety concerns identified through 
the Oxford Building Condition Assessment until such a time as it can be safely demolished, and all 
associated remediation and backfilling of the site can occur; AND 
 
THAT administration be directed to develop a plan for the Municipal Park (Elks Park) that incorporates 
historical aspects of the Oxford Building and incorporates the feedback obtained from the June 29, 
2022, public information session held at the Senior’s Drop-In; AND 
 
THAT upon completion of a formalized concept plan, that the plan be presented through an additional 
public information session to seek further feedback to finalize design and cost estimates. With such 
feedback to be incorporated into a finalized design and to be presented at a future Council Meeting in 
2023; AND  
 
THAT a fundraising campaign be started to fund any finalized design of park improvements which 
may be approved by Mayor and Council at a future date.  
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND 
 
The Oxford School Building located at 4918 50th Ave Bentley Alberta was built in 1920 and is 
historically significant for the residents of the Town. The school was in operation for approximately 38 
years and after this period the building was converted into a police station and fire station.  
 
On April 12, 2022, at the regular meeting of Mayor and Council, a council report (Attachment #1) was 
presented outlining the results of the condition assessment prepared by Associated Engineering. The 
report also outlined: 
 

• a brief history of the building and provided a recommendation for Mayor and Council to 
consider demolishing the building due to significant safety concerns and the excessive 
costs to renovate the building to a safe standard.  

• information regarding a previous building assessment that was conducted in 2009 by 
Stantec, which outlined significant issues with the building back at that time.  
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• A presentation was given by Associated Engineering, Carma Holmes (Divisional 
manager, Buildings and Engineering) in relation to the significant issues outlined in 
their report. 

• The meeting was attended by several members of the public, who were given the 
opportunity to speak and voiced their concern regarding the report and the 
consideration to demolish the building. 

 
As a result, Mayor and Council approved the following motion at that meeting: 
 

“ THAT the Oxford School Building be closed to all public access, due to the 
significant safety   concerns; AND 

 
THAT all utilities be shut off and the building is to be checked weekly and 
logged; AND 

 
THAT a decision regarding demolishing the building will be made in the Fall once 
a public information session has been held ” 

 
After the motion was passed, administration began planning the public information session, which was 
held on June 29, 2022. The information regarding the session was posted twice on Facebook, once 
on Instagram and posted on the Town website with the attached information bulletin (Attachment #2), 
on May 25, 2022. This information bulletin was also shared through the June issue of the Community 
Newsletter. The session was attended by between 20 and 25 people between the hours of 5:00pm to 
9:00pm. Feedback from the session included 23 specific pieces of formal written feedback with 19 
feedback forms, 2 specific emails, 1 signed letter and 1 additional comment submitted from the 
school. A total of 8 pieces of feedback relate to saving the school and not demolishing. The other 15 
provide ideas of what to do when the building is demolished or suggested that it should be 
demolished mainly due to the significant costs to rectify the deficiencies. Comments and suggestions 
are summarized in (Attachment #3). At the information session copies of the following were also 
available for the public: 
 

• 2009 Stantec Building Assessment 
• 2022 Associated Engineering Building Assessment 
• Information Boards that provided history and summary information regarding why this topic 

is being discussed and why administration made its recommendation 
• Question and Answers regarding Oxford School (Attachment #4) 

 
The fact remains that there are major concerns regarding the structural integrity of the Oxford School 
building have been identified and include the deterioration of the roof, load-bearing brick walls and 
foundations. There are also Building Code requirements for public occupancy not currently being met, 
such as barrier free access, sufficient washroom facilities, and a fire rated mechanical service space.  
 
The building assessment provides opinions or probable cost for two options: 
 

1.) Rehabilitate the building to a safe public standard that meets current building code 
requirements and public safety requirements. 
 

2.) Demolish the Building 
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Based on the analysis undertaken and presented in the report, administration continues to feel very 
strongly that it is not fiscally responsible to spend more than what it would cost to construct a new 
building to preserve the Oxford Building. We understand the historical significance of this building, 
however, the building has not been maintained to a standard over the years that would make it 
feasible to easily rectify the deficiencies. Sale of the building to a third party is also not responsible, 
given the significant deteriorated state of the building, and the fact that the building sits within a 
municipal park. 
 
It continues to be our recommendation that Mayor and Council provide administration with the 
authorization to demolish the Oxford Building in a safe manner and undertake any necessary 
hazardous material abatement. It is also recommended that as much of the brick, steeple, and 
signage can be preserved and be incorporated into a future amenity for the park and that such 
amenities continue to be determined through an open and transparent public engagement with 
residents.  
 
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 

• The building has deteriorated beyond a simple repair. To make the building safe, the 
rehabilitation option includes replacing the roof structure, repairing the brick walls and 
basement walls, replacing the basement slab, improving building insulation, replacing aged 
equipment and finishes and addressing code deficiencies to make the building suitable for 
public occupancy.  
 

• Town Administration has researched and looked for grants to support such a retrofit and there 
are not any significant grants that would offset the costs of such a retrofit due to the fact that 
the province will not designate the resource as a Provincial Historic Resource and has stated 
that the building only has local municipal historic significance. 
 

• The building has been used minimally in the last several years and the user groups to be 
impacted by the possible demolition will be Royal Purple and Minor Softball (uses for storage). 
Town Administration has worked with both user groups to re-locate their belongings. 
 

• Looking at community assets and community spaces, there is space available for rent at the 
Blindman Valley Agricultural Centre (BVAC), the Bentley Community Hall, The Town Office 
downstairs space, Seniors Drop-In, and the Bentley Arena. Upon review of the utilization of 
these spaces it was determined that these spaces are not close to being fully booked. This 
information was also presented as part of the April 12, 2022, council report and provides a 
breakdown of the annual rentals pre-covid. Therefore, is there a legitimate need for additional 
community space? 
 

• Sale to a private party is not feasible as the building sits within a Municipal Park and utilization 
would need to align with the Public Use Zoning of the park or would require a subdivision and 
a rezoning, which would result in losing portions of that community park.  
 

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Annual Cost to Maintain and Run Oxford Building 
- 2021  Total Expenditure   $      6,696.00 
- 2020 Total Expenditure   $      7,668.29 
- 2019  Total Expenditure   $      7,445.51 
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- 2018  Total Expenditure   $      5,005.89 
- 2017 Total Expenditure   $      7,979.32 
 
Average Cost over last 5 years   $      6,959.00 
Less: Annual Rent     $         900.00 
     Net Maintenance Cost Oxford per year $      6,059.00 
 
Class D Estimate (Construction Cost to rectify deficiencies)   
- Construction     $   858,675.00 
- Design      $     86,000.00 
- Escalation     $     95,000.00 
- Construction Contingency   $   100,000.00 
- Professional Fees    $   114,000.00 

     Total Estimated Cost (Renovate) $1,253,675.00 
 Cost of Construction New Build 

- Construction 190 m2 public space)  $   625,100.00 
- Design      $     62,500.00 
- Escalation     $     69,000.00 
- Construction Contingency   $     38,000.00 
- Professional Service Fees   $     80,000.00 

Total Estimated Cost (New Build) $   874,600.00 
Cost to Demolish and Remediate   

- Demolition     $     65,000.00 
- Contingency for hazardous materials  $     20,000.00 

Total estimated Demolition  $     85,000.00 
   
ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Do nothing, but you cannot allow the public in the building due to the significant public safety 
concerns identified. There is huge risk that the building will fail and potentially also damage the 
Town Hall. (You must not allow the public into the building) 
 

2. Renovate the building at a significant cost to the taxpayer. If this option is chosen, you must 
understand the community need and desires for what would go in the building and what would 
the intent and purpose be for the building as currently community facilities are underutilized. 
 

3. Demolish and build a new building – as in point 2, you need to determine if there is community 
need for such a space, given that other facilities are not fully booked.  
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. April 12, 2022, Council Report – Oxford School building Condition Assessment 
2. Information Bulletin re: Information Session Oxford School Open House June 29, 2022 
3. Public Information Session Community Feedback and Comments Summary 
4. Oxford School Question and Answers 

        _________________________________ 
        Marc Fortais, CAO    
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Agenda Date:  April 12, 2022  
      
Agenda Item:  New Business: 

Oxford Building Condition Assessment 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Oxford Building be closed to the public due to safety concerns identified through the Oxford 
Building Condition Assessment; AND 
 
THAT Mayor and Council authorize administration to demolish the Oxford building and undertake any 
required hazardous material abatement, due to the current deteriorated state of the building and the 
excessive cost to rectify that current state to a safe public standard; AND 
 
THAT administration be directed to develop a plan for the Municipal Park (Elks Park) that incorporates 
historical aspects of the Oxford Building and involves a public engagement regarding possible 
amenities for the park; AND 
 
THAT a fundraising campaign be started to fund the possible park improvements as recommended 
through the public engagement process. 
 
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND 
 
The Oxford School Building located at 4918 50th Ave Bentley Alberta was built in 1920 and is 
historically significant for the residents of the Town. The school was in operation for approximately 38 
years and after this period the building was converted into a police station and fire station.  
 
The basement of the school was modified to accommodate ambulance and fire truck storage by the 
addition of doors along the south wall of the building. Since that time, the openings in the basement 
wall have since been infilled. The building has also been used since 1958 by the Elks, Legion and is 
currently being utilized by Royal Purple Lodge No. 264.  
 
In 1999 Town Council designated the Oxford School a Municipal Historical building through Bylaw 
46/99 (Attachment 1) and applied to AB Historic Resources for registered Provincial Historical 
designation. In December 2002 the Alberta Government responded to the request for Provincial 
Historical Designation and advised that “Oxford School is primarily of local significance and does not 
have the province wide significance required to merit designation as either a Registered or Provincial 
Historical Resource.” (Attachment 2).  
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A previous building assessment was conducted in 2009 by Stantec. The assessment was partially 
funded via a Community Facility Enhancement Program Grant That assessment focused on a visual 
review of the building components, including the basement and the roof structure as well as the 
building envelope. The conditions of plumbing, heating, ventilation, electrical and life safety was not 
reviewed at that time.  
 
In January 2022 the Town of Bentley, through a competitive process, contracted Associated 
Engineering with sub-consultants Grace Architecture and Timcon Construction to undertake a detailed 
building condition assessment. The project team undertook a visual inspection to identify significant or 
observed problems as well as any code related deficiencies that needed to be addressed to ensure 
public safety and preserve the longevity of the building.  
 
Major concerns regarding the structural integrity of the Oxford School building have been identified 
and include the deterioration of the roof, load-bearing brick walls and foundations. There are also 
Building Code requirements for public occupancy that are not currently being met, such as barrier free 
access, sufficient washroom facilities, and a fire rated mechanical service space.  
 
The building assessment provides opinions or probable cost for two options: 
 

1.) Rehabilitate the building to a safe public standard that meets current building code 
requirements and public safety requirements. 
 

2.) Demolish the Building 
 

Based on the analysis undertaken and presented in the report, administration feels it is not fiscally 
responsible to spend more that what it would cost to construct a new building to preserve the Oxford 
Building. We understand the historical significance of this building, however, the building has not been 
maintained to a standard over the years that would make it feasible to easily rectify the deficiencies.  
 
 It is our recommendation that Mayor and Council provide administration with the authorization to 
demolish the Oxford Building in a safe manner and undertake any necessary hazardous material 
abatement. It is also recommended that as much of the brick, steeple, and signage can be preserved 
and be incorporated into a future amenity for the park (i.e., Gazebo), and that such amenities be 
determined through an open and transparent public engagement with residents.  
 
Carma Holmes (Divisional Manager, Buildings and Engineering - Associated Engineering) has 
prepared the attached power point (Attachment #4) to summarize and share the findings of the Oxford 
School Condition Assessment. 
 
RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 

• The building has deteriorated beyond a simple repair. To make the building safe, the 
rehabilitation option includes replacing the roof structure, repairing the brick walls and 
basement walls, replacing the basement slab, improving building insulation, replacing aged 
equipment and finishes and addressing code deficiencies to make the building suitable for 
public occupancy.  
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• The building has been used minimally in the last several years and the user groups to be 
impacted by the possible demolition will be Royal Purple and Minor Softball (uses for storage). 
Town Administration will work with both user groups to find an alternate location. 
 

• Looking at community assets and community spaces, there is space available for rent at the 
Blindman Valley Agricultural Centre (BVAC), the Bentley Community Hall, The Town Office 
downstairs space, Seniors Drop-in, and the Bentley Arena. Upon review of the utilization of 
these spaces it was determined that these spaces are not close to being fully booked. 
Attachment 3 provides a breakdown of the annual rentals pre-covid. Therefore, is there a 
legitimate need for additional community space? 

 
BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Annual Cost to Maintain and Run Oxford Building 
- 2021  Total Expenditure   $      6,696.00 
- 2020 Total Expenditure   $      7,668.29 
- 2019  Total Expenditure   $      7,445.51 
- 2018  Total Expenditure   $      5,005.89 
- 2017 Total Expenditure   $      7,979.32 
 
Average Cost over last 5 years   $      6,959.00 
Less: Annual Rent     $         900.00 
     Net Maintenance Cost Oxford per year $      6,059.00 
 
Class D Estimate (Construction Cost to rectify deficiencies)   
- Construction     $   858,675.00 
- Design      $     86,000.00 
- Escalation     $     95,000.00 
- Construction Contingency   $   100,000.00 
- Professional Fees    $   114,000.00 

     Total Estimated Cost (Renovate) $1,253,675.00 
 
 Cost of Construction New Build 

- Construction 190 m2 public space)  $   625,100.00 
- Design      $     62,500.00 
- Escalation     $     69,000.00 
- Construction Contingency   $     38,000.00 
- Professional Service Fees   $     80,000.00 

Total Estimated Cost (New Build) $   874,600.00 
 

Cost to Demolish and Remediate   
- Demolition     $     65,000.00 
- Contingency for hazardous materials  $     20,000.00 

Total estimated Demolition  $     85,000.00 
   
ALTERNATIVES 
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1. Do nothing, but you cannot allow the public in the building due to the significant public safety 
concerns identified. There is huge risk that the building will fail and potentially also damage the 
Town Hall. (You must not allow the public into the building) 
 

2. Renovate the building at a significant cost to the taxpayer. If this option is chosen, you must 
understand the community need and desires for what would go in the building and what would 
the intent and purpose be for the building as currently community facilities are underutilized. 
 

3. Demolish and build a new building – as in point 2, you need to understand if there is 
community need for such a space, given that other facilities are not fully booked.  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Bylaw 46/99 – Municipal Historic Resource Oxford School 
2. Provincial Historical Resource Designation Denial Letter 
3. Community Space Rental History 
4. Power Point – Associated Engineering Condition Assessment Oxford School 

 
        _________________________________ 
        Marc Fortais, CAO    







TOWN OF BENTLEY
OXFORD BUILDING CONDITION ASSESSMENT April 12 Regular Meeting of Counci - Attachment #3
LISTING OF RENTALS OTHER COMMUNITY BUILDINGS -  Pre Covid

Blindman Valley Agricultural Society
approximately 40 paid rentals per year
do not keep track of non-paid or sponsored rentals (includes Cara meetings, 4H meetings)
do not charge for funerals is by donation 

Bentley Community Hall
2019 20 rentals
2018 47 rentals
2017 48 rentals
2016 22 rentals
2015 34 rentals

Bentley Town Hall Community Room
Every Tuesday TOPS  (52 rentals pais annual rent)
FCSS Lacombe 1 to 2 times per month (Partnerhips Program - Town Sponsored)
Every Friday - Community programming (52 rentals - Town sponsored progam no fee for room rental)
The odd one off rental for $20.00

Bentley School
Books birthday parites (elementary gym)
Yoddlers used to be weekly (52 rentals)
Minor Ball, Minor Soccer AGM's (annually)

Bentley Seniors Drop-In (includes yoga, footcare, quilters, birthdays, meet and greet, and private rentals)
2021 Rentals approximately 15 - 20 rentals
2019 Rentals 21 rentals
2014 Rentals 24 rentals



Oxford School Condition Assessment
Presentation to Council

April 12, 2022

Carma Holmes, MBA, P. Eng., LEED AP



Outline
1. Overview of Assessment Findings

2. Options

3. Discussion



1. Overview of Assessment Findings



Basement



Main Floor Framing



Roof Framing and Load Bearing Brick Walls



Building Envelope



Building Finishes



Mechanical & Electrical



Building Code Concerns



Building Code Concerns
• Gas fired furnace in basement is not in enclosed service

room with 1 hour fire separation

• Railing and width of exterior exit stair at back door

• Washrooms not sufficient for 65 persons, no barrier-free
washroom in building

• Stair to basement: headroom, handrail height, no landing

• No barrier-free access to main entrance, no barrier-free
access from main entrance level to main floor level

• One more barrier-free parking stall required



2. Options



Option 1 - Rehabilitation
• Constructing new load bearing stud framed walls in the

basement and main floor

• Replacing the roof structure

• Repairing the brick walls and basement walls

• Replacing the basement slab

• Improving building insulation

• Replacing aged equipment and finishes

• Addressing code violations



Option 2 - Demolition
• Hazardous material assessment

• Landfill disposal fees

• Salvaging brick

• Utility terminations

• Backfilling



Opinions of Probable Costs

• Including contingencies, professional service fees

• Excluding GST

*New building construction budget comparison: $875,000

Description Estimate

Option 1 – Rehabilitation $1,250,000*

Option 2 – Demolition $85,000



3. Discussion



Questions?

Contact: Carma Holmes at holmesc@ae.ca
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Information Session - OXFORD SCHOOL 
Open House June 29, 2022, 5:00pm to 8:00pm At the Seniors Drop In  

 
On April 12, 2022, Town of Bentley Administration along with representation from Associated 
Engineering, presented the findings of a Building Condition Assessment Report regarding 
Oxford School.  
 
Major concerns regarding the structural integrity of the building were identified and include the 
deterioration of the roof, load-bearing brick walls and foundations. There are also many building 
code deficiencies that are required for public occupancy that are currently not being met.  
 
The estimated cost for repairs to the building are more than $1.2 million dollars. Due to this 
significant cost to repair as well as an analysis or current utilization of other community 
buildings, administration made a recommendation to consider demolishing the building. The 
following motion was approved by Mayor and Council: 
 

“THAT the Oxford School Building be closed to all public access, due to the significant 
safety concerns AND 

   
  THAT all utilities be shut off and the building is to be checked weekly and logged; AND 
 
  THAT a decision regarding demolishing the building will be made by the Fall once a 

public information session has been held. 
 

Town Administration along with members of Council will be present at the Senior’s Drop 
In located at 4918 50th Ave, to answer your questions and seek the community’s input 
regarding ideas for the Municipal Park. This is a drop-in format between the hours of 
5:00pm and 9:00pm. 
 
Please come out to discuss the Oxford Building and its current condition and share your 
thoughts and ideas regarding the future of the Municipal Park.  
 
Once input has been gathered, a plan will be developed for the park to share with Mayor and 
Council and the public for consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
Marc Fortais 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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OXFORD SCHOOL PUBLC INFORMATION SESSION 

COMMENTS RECEIVED IN WRITING FROM JUNE 29, 2022, SESSION 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 

• There was a total of 20-25 people throughout the evening that attended the session in 
person between 5:00pm and 9:00pm. There were also a couple of emails and a letter 
submitted to the town office.  
 

• Feedback forms were filled out by those that wished to do so and dropped in a ballot 
box. 

 
• A total of 19 forms were completed and submitted. Additionally, the town received 2 

specific emails with comments and 1 signed letter. There was also 1 additional comment 
submitted from the school that has been added that relates to saving the school and not 
demolishing it. The result is 23 specific pieces of feedback. 

 
• The comments have been typed word for word below for Mayor and Council’s 

information 
 

• 8 of the comments relate to saving the school and not demolishing it and the other 15 
provide ideas of what to do when the building is demolished or suggest that it should be 
demolished.  
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COMMENTS 
 

1.) If building is demolished the salvaged use bricks as a fund raiser ($100.00) per brick 
could go a long way to be used for an enhanced park – Spray Park etc. Hopefully the 
Oxford School sign could be used to commemorate the site. 
 

2.) Rip it down to a water park. 
 

3.) Definitely re-use some of the original brick & other materials to create a small memorial 
marker. Create an attractive kid-friendly “school fort”, miniature like playhouse or a spray 
park for children. Gazebo – covered with electricity for bands. Placards, historical 
information pictures. 
 

4.) Personally – I do not think any decisions regarding the building removal should be put on 
hold until all avenues are researched for upgrading. For example, government grants 
through Alberta Historic Resources, CFEP & Community Fundraising. Keep it closed but 
take the time to really research. Don’t make the mistake that will be regretted in a year or 
so. Three is a lot of potential for this building as far as user!! 
 

5.) Try to incorporate all of these into the Town Park area: 
 

a. Children’s splash park 
b. Open stage theatre 
c. Improved playground equipment 
d. Visitors centre 
e. Washrooms 
f. Basketball/volleyball park 
g. Skate Park 
h. Picnic area 
i. Sand pit 

 
6.) I would like to see if we could put a spray park in place or something that could benefit 

our youth. We leave town for a lot of activities and would love to have a splash park in 
town. 
 

7.) I don’t see the value in repairing the building. This town could use the money towards 
something that will actually benefit the town. I think that location would be perfect for a 
splash park. 
 

8.) I feel Council should look into what will make Bentley a place where people will want to 
stop and have a look. So, we have to think about what we have to attract people. Taking 
down historical buildings is not one of them. I realize it cost money to restore things. 
Maybe it can be done in stages. It can be made into an attractive place to rent out. I 
would like to see a 5-year moratorium set before any demolition is made. 10-15 years 
from now you don’t want to have to say, “We should have kept that school” Is there 
some other party or business interested in buying it or give it to some organization to 
restore. 
 

9.) There are approximately 15 country schools in the Bentley Community the biggest of 
them have memorial markers (plaques sheet metal cultural artworks. I feel Oxford 
School should follow the same procedure. Memorial could include the steeple, bricks 
from Oxford School and a plaque which could include a picture. Also, if council is 
considering spending many $ the taxpayer of Bentley should be consulted by survey in 
their utility bills with a return stamped envelope. 
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COMMENTS CONT’D 
 

10.) I believe that the financial options are to be considered! $80,000 for demolition as 
opposed to $1,250,000 to restore speaks for itself – Sorry love history and vintage 
buildings but I don’t want to see a 25% hit on our taxes for a restored building that has 
no use – has not been used fully for the last 50 years. So, if someone can get a couple 
of million $ then it could be restored but not on Taxpayers backs. Memorialize with 
vintage Style Brick Gazebo. What Bentley needs is a small Motel or Hotel for 
accommodation of visitors etc. 

 
11.) Save the school, get the historical society involved & heritage foundation Alberta 

has a surplus in their budget jump at the opportunity. 
 
12.) Keep the sign in a special place – what would it look like to give or sell bricks – 

like the Berlin Wall to raise money for needed projects in Bentley. Its beautiful, 
but not reasonable to borrow money & raise taxes. Do a celebration of Oxford 
take pictures before it goes. 

 
13.) Demolish for safety reasons & salvage bricks to be used to build a Gazebo 

which could be used for weddings, picnics, music in the park etc. You could 
make the Gazebo front look similar to the Oxford School. Or use the bricks to 
make bathrooms for the park. 

 
14.) I am against putting money into it 
 
15.) From Bentley School a survey was issued to the School Community asking what 

they would like to see in the space of Oxford School. Here are the responses: 
 
  Gr 1.   Water spray park 

 
Gr 2/3 Water spray park, outdoor fitness equipment, skate park, 

community garden 
 
Gr 5 Water spray park, outdoor pool, skate park 
 
Gr 6 Water spray park, skate park, Full sized basketball court that could 

be turned into an outdoor ice rink in winter, mini golf, outdoor 
fitness equipment 

 
Gr 7 Water spray park, outdoor fitness equipment, bathrooms 
 
Gr 8 Water spray park, new playground equipment 
 
Gr 10 Water spray park, bathrooms, green space with more picnic tables, 

outdoor fitness equipment 
 
Gr 10 & 11 Water spray park, bathrooms 
 
Gr 12 Water spray park 
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COMMENTS CONT’D 
 

16.)  Other suggestions: 
 
The building should be declared a historical building and sold to Wolf Creek 
Public Schools for $1.00. Then ask WCSD to restore the building and create a 
woods/cts lab. I would hope that money could be provided by the Provincial 
Government to help with the repair. I would love to see it restored and used. 

 
17.)  Hello there, I am writing in regard to the news that the old Oxford school house is 

potentially going to be demolished. Hearing this saddened me as the town hardly 
has any remaining historical buildings. Historic buildings are what gives small 
towns their charm and character. In addition to feeling sad about the news I was 
also frustrated to find out about this through a post on a Facebook message board. 
No info about previous conversations, no inquiries with the towns residents and 
what seems like no input from anybody who actually lives here. This is something 
that should be up for discussion and not just decided upon by a the few. At the 
very least there should be an announcement through all forms of communication 
with the town residents announcing that their feedback is needed, and if that 
needs to take place at a town meeting then this should have been communicate. I 
am aware that at this very moment of me writing this email, feeding my baby at 
home, and putting her to bed, because I cannot make it to the meeting, the fate of 
the schoolhouse has probably already been decided. I hope I’m wrong. I hope 
there are further discussions and I hope that the town council does everything in 
their power to make sure the residents of Bentley know about major changes to 
the place they call home. I understand that the cost to fix the schoolhouse is 
incredibly high, but I would like to think that we as a community can help come to a 
conclusion as to where we can at least try to save the building. I hope you 
reconsider the demolition of the Oxford School house. 

 
18.) I was delayed in writing due to a family health issues this past month. Suggestions 

– tear down, keep some bricks to make metal Oxford School Sign as per county of 
Lacombe country signs. Utilities in place for a public washroom. Gazebo (band 
stand as per in the states) incorporate into the park with paths. Can be used for 
music, stage plays, weddings / pictures. Mural painting on the old firehall. Scene of 
Bentley old streets, old farms, countryside buildings. No abstract drawing.  

 
19.) School is too many $ to save! Save the bricks, build a Gazebo and family gathering 

place. History is important but at what cost. 
 
20.) Save the school. Make it a place for teenagers to access. My teens found “nothing 

to do” in Bentley. Combine youth and seniors to share their wisdom. Find 
volunteers to pass on their skills & knowledge – I would volunteer to show my 
sewing skills. Ask the youth to be involved in fighting to save the school for a place 
for them. This town needs an attraction, invest in our youth instead of them exiting. 
Get a mechanic to volunteer to share his/her knowledge of car maintenance. Get a 
horticulturist to share their knowledge of gardening. Involve our youth/teens in 
preserving our history. SAVE OUR SCHOOL. Remember cherish our past please! 
Honor our seniors.  
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21.) Register as a municipal historical building. Ask county of Lacombe  for funding. 

Take a good look at what it would cost to borrow the money. What is the town total 
money & amount paid yearly. 

 
22.) Raised stage with shell with lighting, sound system with Bricks and Arch from old 

building displayed. 
 
23.) Please don’t demolish the building! Use the money you are going to tear it down 

with to start a repair fund. Even if it takes 20 years do the repairs slowly as funds 
are available. It will take a lot of digging and work for council to find grants, but it 
will be well worth it. Don’t be the council that destroys Oxford School! 
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Questions and Answers 
OXFORD SCHOOL 

 
1,) What year was Oxford School Built? 
 

- Oxford School was constructed in 1920 
 

2.) Who operated the Oxford School? 
 

- Oxford School was operated under Oxford School District 687 
 
3.) What has the building been used for over the years? 
 

- School, fire station, local jail, home for the legion, Elks and Royal Purple as 
well as storage for minor softball 

 
3.) What are other significant dates regarding the school? 
 

- April 26,1951 There was a ministerial order changing the name of Oxford 
School District no. 687 to Bentley School District 687 
 

- 1999 Bentley Council Designated Oxford School as a municipal historic 
resource through the passing of Bylaw 46/99 

 
- 2002 The Town received notification from the Province that they were denied 

an application for Provincial Historical Resource Designation – the letter 
specified that Oxford is primarily of local significance and does not have 
Province Wide Significance required to merit a designation as either a 
registered or provincial historic resource. 

 
- 2007 approximately $28,707 in roof repairs and donations received from: 
 

o Bentley Community Hall Association $2,764.39 
o Bentley Museum Society   $1,000.00 
o Alberta Historic Resource Grant  $5,000.00 
o Town of Bentley    $4,942.64 
o Elks (Bingo and Casino)   $15,000.00 
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- 2009 CFEP (Community Facility Enhancement Program Grant was received for 

$5,450 to help offset the cost of Structural Assessment which was conducted by 
Stantec. 

 
- 2009 Stantec conducted a structural assessment and at this time the report indicated 

that the building structural systems appear to be in poor to dangerous condition 
(estimated $300,000 to repair – but focus on roof structure not the basement, 
foundation, or slab. 

- April 26, 2011 council report presented to council advising of Stantec Report and 
Assessment regarding continued deteriorating state of the building and advising that 
no action had previously been taken regarding the recommendations. Report indicated 
problem was worsening and also indicated that council must correct the structural 
problems that are considered dangerous or declare the building unsafe for occupancy 
and request Bentley Elks and Royal Purple to relocate their belongings or move to 
another location.  

 
- October 25, 2011 Timcon construction provided and estimate of $300,000 presented 

to council to rectify the deficiencies outlined in Stantec’s report. Council at the time 
decided to contact a provincial engineer specializing in buildings of this type for 
advice and how to best address the issue. 

 
- December 13, 2011 Council was advised by Historic Resource Management that they 

did not provide the requested services to rectify building deficiencies. They advised 
the Town they may be eligible for $50,000 grants to undertake renovations. Council 
at the time was again advised to undertake restoration work, or vacate the building or 
leave the building as is and continue to allow occupancy.  

 
- April 12, 2022 Town of Bentley Administration along with representation from 

Associated Engineering presented the findings of the Building Condition Assessment 
Report regarding oxford school to Mayor and Council and the Public. 
Recommendation from Administration was to demolish the building due to the major 
concerns regarding structural integrity of the building.  

 
- May 25, 2022 Information Bulletin was issued and posted publicly on Facebook, 

Instagram, Town Website and issued in June neighborhood notes.  
 
- June 29, 2022 –  Public information session and open house was held with copies of 

2009 Stantec Report, 2022 Associated Engineering Report, Display Boards outlining 
the history of oxford, the summary of our findings in the report, the cost estimate and 
why our recommendation, also a Questions and Answers Document was available 
and other community spaces building utilization rates. Public feedback was also 
collected through written feedback forms 

 
- Sept 27, 2022 – Unfinished business posted on Public Council Agenda, posted as of 

Friday September 23, 2022 on Town Website and notification posted on Facebook. 
 
4.) Why is this only being addressed now? 
 

- This had been brought to previous councils on several occasions. Due to the local 
significance of the building no action was taken to restore or demolish the building 
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over the course of many years. We have prioritized addressing the issue due to the 
risk to public safety of a deteriorating building. 

 
5.) What is the estimated costs to fix the building? 
 

- The Class D estimate to renovate the building to a safe public standard 
approximately $1,200,000 

- The cost to build a new building would be around $874,000 
- The cost to undertake hazardous material abatement and demolish is estimated at 

approximately $85,000 
 
6.) Why is the cost estimate now significantly more than the previous cost estimate 

prepared by Stantec? 
 

- The previous Stantec analysis mainly focused on the failing roof structure. It did not 
go to the extent that the Associated Engineering Analysis has gone.  
 

- As well it was mentioned in the 2009 Stantec Report that the building structure 
systems were in dangerous to poor condition. Given the lapse of 12 more years, 
these systems would have continued to deteriorate further.  

 
7.)  Is there not any grants available for the restoration work that needs to be 

undertaken? 
 

- Previous council was trying to find grants and did not. 
- In administrations discussions with the province – (Historic Resource Management 

Branch) There is a $50,000 grant, but this is a long way from the $1,200,000 needed 
to rectify the building deficiencies. 

 
8.) Why is the cost so high to undertake a renovation? 
 

- Renovation costs are extremely high, due to major structural failure of the building, 
there are issues with the slab, the brick foundation walls (which has extensive 
cracking, modifications (horizontal cuts to the floor joists) and roof failure due to the 
failure of the structural supporting walls, this coupled with code deficiencies that 
would be required to be updated when renovating including electrical, plumbing and 
fire regulations as well as barrier free access requirements for public buildings and 
washroom requirements for public buildings as well as ramps and railings.  

 
 
9.) Why was the public previously not informed of the current study and position of 

Administration? 
 

- Administration, upon review, of historical files related to the Oxford Building realized 
that there were potentially significant issues with the building.  

- Upon a visual inspection by the CAO with the Public Works Foreman, it was realized 
that the issues in the building were significant and presented significant risk to the 
Town and to Mayor and Council As a result the study was initiated through a 
competitive process in which Associated Engineering was contracted to complete the 
scope of work.  

- Until that study was completed and there was sufficient information from a registered 
professional structural engineer and architect to confirm the risk, we could not 
speculate regarding the extent of the issues.  

- As soon as the report was finalized and received it was scheduled for a public 
council meeting. 
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10.) Why was the public not consulted regarding administrations initial recommendation   

on April 12, 2022, Regular Meeting of Council? 
,  

- As the CAO for the town, I have an obligation to prioritize public safety.  
- As soon as I was aware of the significant issues, I immediately advised the current 

users of the building that they could no longer go in it and I prepared a report and my 
recommendation for Mayor and Council’s consideration. 

- The following factors helped to inform my recommendation: 
o This building has been previously discussed in council numerous times and 

remained unresolved. 
o There is significant public safety and risk in leaving the building standing 
o A letter was received from the province advising that the building has local 

historical significance only and would not be considered as a Provincial 
Historical Resource 

o The cost to rectify the deteriorated state of the building is significant and 
would create an unnecessarily high burden on the local taxpayer 

o Upon review of the utilization of other public space – Blindman Valley Ag 
Society, Bentley Community Hall, Seniors Drop In, High School facilities, 
Local Community Room at Town Hall – it became evident that there was 
minimal utilization of these other community spaces, and they have additional 
capacity.  

o We are unaware of any grant funding available to support restoring the 
building to a safe public standard 

 
11,) Has a decision been made by Mayor and Council to demolish the building? 
 

- As per the motion made at the April 12, 2022, meeting: 
o The Oxford School is currently closed to the public due to the public safety 

concerns 
o Utilities will be disconnected, and the building will be checked weekly by 

public works 
o The decision regarding demolition will be made by the fall once a public 

information session has been held 
o The intent of the public information session is to: 

 Share further information regarding the condition of the building 
 Gather input regarding a plan for the Municipal Park (Elks Park) that 

incorporates the historical aspects of the Oxford Building and possible 
amenities 

 



 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022 

  
 
SOUTHWEST BENTLEY AREA STRUCTURE PLANT 
The Town of Bentley and Lacombe County have partnered and have successfully received an Alberta 
Community Partnership (ACP) Grant for the purpose of undertaking a number of studies and plans related to 
the potential annexation and development of land located within the County, southeast of the Town’s existing 
boundary. The Town and County have begun the technical study and drafting portions of the Southeast 
Bentley Area Structure Plan (ASP). The objective of this project is to ensure a planning framework is in place 
to enable development southeast of Bentley when demand for commercial and industrial land arises. 
 
An overview of the plan area and technical reports that have been completed to date and a draft version of the 
ASP’s background information has been prepared by Parkland Community Planning Services (the Town’s 
consultant). A public meeting will be held on October 22, 2022 to obtain feedback for the policy-making stage of 
the project.   
 
BYLAW NO. 1369/22 – AMENDMENT TO LAND USE BYLAW  
Bylaw No.1369/22, a bylaw of Lacombe County to amend the Lacombe County Land Use Bylaw No. 1237/17 to 
list a special discretionary use of a “recovery centre” on W½ Pt. SW 16-39-01 W5M, received first reading. A 
public hearing for Bylaw No. 1369/22 will be held on October 13, 2022. 

 
E-SCOOTER PROJECT – TRANS CANADA TRAIL  
The Town of Blackfalds Council recently approved the use of E-Scooters on a two-year exclusive pilot 
project, similar to the one launched by the City of Lacombe.  As a result of that approval, Lacombe County 
was contacted by Roll Technologies Inc. to consider the use of e-scooters on the Trans-Canada Trail (TCT) 
as a link for these two communities.  
 
The e-scooter pilot project by Roll Technologies Inc. along the Trans Canada Trail, within Lacombe County, 
between the City of Lacombe and the Town of Blackfalds received the approval of Council. 
 
ROAD PLANS 6363BM & 872 0827 – ROAD CLOSURE/CONSOLIDATION/SALE 
By resolution of Council, the County Manager was directed to proceed with the process to close Road Plans 
6363BM & 872 0827. The proposal is to close the Road Plans and sell them to the landowner so the 
properties can be consolidated with his land on the Pt. NW 16-40-03 W5M.  This proposal will be circulated 
to interested parties for comment, and further, a report on the comments and cancellation request will be 
presented at the October 13, 2022 Council meeting. 
 
POLICY RC(5) RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL EVENTS  
Policy RC(5) states that Lacombe County wishes to recognize historical school houses, community halls and 
historical churches/sites that are of historical significance to Lacombe County. Upon completion of an 
application form, Lacombe County will provide either a recognition sign or plaque at a cost not to exceed 
$400. Amendments to Policy RC(5) were approved by Council to provide for a change in funding from $400 
to $1,500 for recognition signs. The grant of $400 for plaques will remain in place.   
 
 
  

Next Regular Council Meeting is 
Thursday, September 22, 2022 - 9:00 a.m. 

 
Next Committee of the Whole Meeting is 

October 4, 2022 – 9:00 a.m. 
                   

Lacombe County Administration Building 
 

**For more details from Lacombe County Council meetings, please refer to the meeting minutes. All 
meeting minutes are posted on the website (www.lacombecounty.com) after approval.  

http://www.lacombecounty.com/
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