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AGENDA 

Municipal Planning Commission Meeting 

Tuesday June 22, 2021 

6:00 pm 

 
 

1. Date/Place: June 22, 2021, Seniors Drop In Centre 4918 50th Avenue, Bentley AB 
 

2. Members Attendance: 
 

Mayor Rathjen 
Councillor Dickau 
Councillor Knutson 
Councillor Talsma 
Councillor Maki 
 
CAO/Development Officer and Recording Secretary – Marc Fortais 

 
3. Amendments and Acceptance of Agenda 

 
 

4. New Business 
 

a) Applications for consideration: Merry’s Mercantile Development Permit 
Application - Mural on Property located at 5014 50th Avenue Bentley AB 

 
The property is in the Central Commercial district and is used for retail 
merchandise sales. The building is the former Garries Hardware Building 
and is still owned by the Garries and the applicant has a letter of support 
from the building owner for the proposed mural. The applicant is 
requesting the consideration of the Municipal Planning Commission for the 
placement of a mural on the building, which will add to the aesthetics and 
beauty of the Town of Bentley. The applicant is fully supported by the 
Development Officer. 
 

b) Power Point to be presented by Merry Kuchle 
 

5. Adjournment  
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Agenda Date:  June 22, 2021 
      
Agenda Item: Merry’s Mercantile Development Permit Application for Placement of 

Mural on  
 
 

 

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND 

 

Administration for the Town of Bentley has been in discussion with Merry Kuchle (The Applicant) from 

Merry’s Mercantile regarding the placement of a mural on the easterly facing wall of the property 

located at 5014 50th Street. This discussion resulted in administration undertaking an analysis of the 

requirements of the Land Use Bylaw with regards to the placement of such murals. Through that 

analysis it was discovered that the Land Use Bylaw does not specifically address the placement of 

murals within the commercial district. However, the general clauses that exist within the LUB can be 

used to consider this application at this time. It should be noted that administration intends on 

amending the Land Use Bylaw at a future date to include clarity regarding the placement of public art 

and murals. This report along with a presentation from the applicant is being presented today for the 

Municipal Planning Commissions (MPC) consideration.  

 

It is of the opinion of Administration and the Development Officer that a mural can be considered 

through the current land use bylaw. Firstly, it is important to understand how the application can be 

considered through definition within that Bylaw. 

 

The definition of a sign is “any word, letter, model, placard, board, notice, device or 
representation, whether illuminated or not, in the nature of an employed wholly or in part for 
the purposes of advertisement, announcement or direction and its supporting structure. “A 

mural does not fulfill the purposes of advertisement (or it may not depending on the content within the 

mural). In the case of this application, the mural is not formally advertising the business. It is prairie 

themed, rich in color and visual aesthetics and pays tribute to the rich farming heritage of the area 

with the Grain Elevator and the Town name. However, Part One – Section 1.5 Rules of Interpretation 

(the first subsection 4) states: “Where a specific use does not conform to the wording of any use 
definition or generally conforms to the wording of two or more use definitions, the 
Development Authority may, using discretion, deem that the use conforms to and is included 
in that use class considered to be the most appropriate in character and purpose provided that 
the specific use is substantially similar in nature, character and impact as the other uses listed 
in the use class. In such case, the use shall be considered a discretionary use, whether or not 
the use class is listed as permitted or discretionary within the district.” Therefore, it is my 

recommendation as the Development Officer that the mural be interpreted to be similar to a sign and 

therefore approval needs to be considered as a discretionary use by the MPC. 

 

The second consideration, now that the application is for the placement of a sign, is how can the 

application be evaluated? The MPC can apply the Other Signs and General Provisions Clauses of 

5(6) and 5(1) based on the above interpretation. 

 

• 5(6) The Municipal Planning Commission may approve other signs subject to the 
general provisions of subsection 5(1) 
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• 5(1)  

a) A sign shall not conflict with the general character of the surrounding streetscape or 
the architecture of nearby Buildings or be liable to create a cluttered appearance to 
the streetscape. 

b) No sign shall project higher than the roof line of the building to which it is attached. 
c) A sign shall not project closer than .75m (2.5ft) to the existing or future curb line. 
d) Where a sign projects over public property, a minimum clearance of 2.5 m (8.2ft) 

above grade level shall be maintained. 
e) Notwithstanding subsection (d), where a sign is located in or projects into or over a 

driveway or other area of vehicle movement, a minimum clearance of 4.5m (15.1 ft) 
above grade level shall be maintained. 

f) A sign shall not obstruct the view of or be liable to be confused with an official 
traffic sign, signal or device or otherwise pose a potential hazard to traffic. 

g) A sign shall not display lights which may be mistaken for the flashing lights 
customarily associated with danger or those used by police, fire, ambulance or 
other emergency vehicles.  
 

 Also, MPC can apply Schedule B, Section 1(2)(d) Building Orientation and Design, which states: 

“The design, character, and appearance of any Building, structure, or sign proposed to be 
erected or located in any District must be acceptable to the Development Authority having due 
regard to the character of existing Development in the District and its effect on adjacent 
Parcels.” 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

None 

 

RECOMMENDATION  

 

THAT the Municipal Planning Commission consider the approval of the Development Permit 

Application from Merry Kuchle (Merry’s Mercantile) for the placement of a mural (sign) on the property 

located at 5014 50th Ave; AND 

 

THAT Administration place public notification for the required 21 days from the date of any permit 

approval, that includes the rendering of what the mural looks like to allow the public sufficient time to 

appeal such permit approval,  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

1) Development Permit Application – Merry Kuchle (Merry’s Mercantile) 

2) Power Point – Mural Placement Merry Kuchle (Merry’s Mercantile) 

 

        _________________________________ 

        Marc Fortais, CAO    









Mural Approval Application
By Merry’s Mercantile

Merry Kuchle, Owner



Current Look of Wall for Future Mural
5014 50 Avenue

Bentley, AB

Former Garries Hardware 
building. Still owned by the 
Garries.



The Artist - Lauren Cowles of Lacombe



Existing Wall
● Coin Laundry and 

Antiques Sign will not 
be affected.



Proposed Mural 
Design

● Prairie Themed
● Muted, rich 

colours
● Nod to our 

heritage with the 
grain elevator

● This is the general 
idea. Actual may 
be slightly 
different. 



Why Murals?

● They create vibrant neighbourhoods that people want to visit, live in, and 
take care of

● Murals encourage you to slow down and admire your surroundings
● They create important conversations and expand thought

~ https://www.productcare.org/about/blog/importance-of-community-murals/

● Both Lacombe and Sylvan Lake have popular mural programs

https://www.productcare.org/about/blog/importance-of-community-murals/


Artist Bio

Lauren Cowles has been a Central Alberta artist since 2003 when graduating from Red Deer College with a Visual Arts diploma. Her

love for nature, colour and exploring she has found many different mediums. Her willingness to try new art forms and ability to just 

create has allowed her to learn and grow throughout her career.  From mixed media & collage to sculpture, murals and painting

anything she can.

Lauren believes she meant to create and inspire everyday and you can see that on her socials.

Art of Lauren Cowles on Facebook

@artlovelifelc on Instagram.



Materials to Be Used

Montana Spray Paint 

will be used. They are 

formulated specifically 

for wall art. This is 

the first time the 

artist is using this 

paint so we will assess 

whether the mural will 

need an additional 

topcoat.  



Costs to the Town

The full cost of the mural and upkeep will be paid by Merry’s 

Mercantile. At the time that the mural is no longer needed or 

wanted, the wall can be repainted.


